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RECORDER REPORT  
 
KARACHI: Sindh High Court (SHC) on Thursday sought the replies from Federal and 
Sindh Governments in a petition pertaining to taxation on immovable property in the 
province.  
 
A divisional bench of SHC headed by Justice Ashraf Jahan ordered the federal and 
provincial governments to furnish their replies in the petition, which challenged powers 
of the federal government to collect taxes on immovable property.  
 
Petitioner Ghulam Hussain filed the petition in SHC , which sought to strip off the federal 
government from powers to collect tax on immovable property. Barrister Zamir Ghumro, 
Counsel for the petitioner submitted in the court that the collection of tax on immovable 
property by federal government is unconstitutional and illegal.  
 
Following the passage of 18th amendment, collection of tax on immovable property was 
transferred to provinces, hence it became a provincial subject, Ghumro submitted and 
stated that the federal government continues to collect the taxes on immovable 
property, thus it is violating the provisions of the constitution.  
 
The bench ordered Federal and Sindh Governments to furnish their comments on the 
petition by September 27 before putting off the hearing.  
 
Meanwhile, divisional bench of SHC headed by Justice Mohammad Iqbal Kalhoro 
sought the arguments from the parties concerned over the return of surety bonds, 
former Sindh Information Minister deposited for securing the bail.  
 
National Accountability Bureau (NAB)’s prosecutor opposed the return of surety bonds 
on the ground that Sharjeel didn’t appear in the court after getting protective bail. He 
stated the court had ordered for confiscation of Memon, if he didn’t appear in the 
hearing.  
 
He prayed the court to confiscate the surety bonds of Memon, who is facing a trial for 
embezzlement of public fund to the tune of Rs5.76 billion while awarding the 
advertisements.  
 
Sharjeel Memon’s counsel told the court that his client deposited Rs 7million surety 



bonds for securing a protective bail. Sharjeel Memon was sent to jail after Chief Justice 
of Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar raided his hospital’s room where he was admitted for 
medical treatment.  
 
Bench directed the parties concerned to come up with the arguments on the issue in the 
next hearing by adjourning the hearing of the case till October 4.  


