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The government has decided to establish a task force to bring back money illegally stashed abroad, 
saying a list of 100 people involved in money laundering has been compiled. 
 
Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry stated this while briefing media along with Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on Accountability, Barrister Mirza Shahzad Akbar about the federal cabinet meeting held 
earlier in the day with Prime Minister Imran Khan in the chair. Chaudhry said that a unit has been 
established at the Prime Minister's House to bring the nation's looted wealth back to the country. 
 
The information minister said that a list of 100 people involved in money laundering has been compiled. 
He said that a big accountability committee has been formed to carry out high-level investigation into the 
matter. 
 
He said that the cabinet meeting chaired by the Prime Minister reviewed an eight-point agenda and 
important decisions were taken during the meeting. Chaudhry said the cabinet has also decided to 
establish a task force to revamp the education system across the country. 
 
He said the cabinet has decided to establish a task force to bring back money which is illegally stashed 
abroad by Pakistanis. A unit has been established at the Prime Minister's House to overlook the process 
of bringing back money from abroad, he said. 
 
The task force will submit a report to the Prime Minister and Supreme Court every two weeks, he added. 
The information minister also announced a reward of Rs 20 million by the government for anyone who 
identifies a Pakistani illegally owning property worth Rs 1 billion abroad. 
 
Chaudhry assured that private school fees would be reduced and provincial governments would be asked 
to streamline the decision. He said that basic education would be provided in religious seminaries and 
that all schools, including seminaries, would follow the same curriculum. The provincial governments 
would be given a stake in formulation of the curriculum, he added. 
 
The Prime Minister has also given his approval to ban corporal punishment in schools, Chaudhry added. 
The information minister said that approval has been given for measures to safeguard the rights of 
children, stop any incident of children's abuse, and put an end to child labor. The minister further 
announced that the cabinet gave approval to abolish discretionary funds of ministries and divisions. 
 
Discretionary funds worth Rs 80 billion have been abolished, he said and added that this money will go 
back to the Parliament, Fawad said and added that the PM has taken notice of a media report about 
premature commissioning of Tarbela Extension-4 Project causing loss of Rs 25 billion to the exchequer. 
He said that the PM has also ordered an inquiry into the matter. 
 
The minister further said that the cabinet has decided to take measures to improve relations with 
overseas Pakistanis. Chaudhry said that the former Prime Minister's schemes, including the laptop 



scheme, will be put to an end. "The Benazir Income Support program will continue," he added. 
 
A special cell has been formed at the PM Office for accountability, Chaudhry said. The committee 
comprises officials from the National Accountability Bureau, Federal Investigation Agency and intelligence 
agencies, he added. 
 
The committee will reveal the names of the people involved after gathering evidence and forward cases 
to the NAB within three months. 
 
He said that the cabinet has directed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to collect data of over 10,000 
Pakistanis incarcerated in various countries. Of these, 3,000 are in Iran mostly on drug related offences. 
As Iran has amended its anti-drug law in recent days, it is hoped that a large number of Pakistanis will get 
relief. 
 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has also been directed to improve its attitude with overseas Pakistanis. A 
strict notice will be taken if complaints are received against the attitude of staff deputed at foreign 
missions and embassies worldwide. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, Barrister Shahzad Akbar said that the names of whistle-blowers would not be 
disclosed. He said Minister of Federal Education and Heritage Shafqat Mehmood would head the task 
force. 
 
Akbar said that a whistle blower law is being enforced immediately through ordinance envisaging reward 
worth 20% for those who would help recover such money, adding that the names of the informers would 
be kept confidential. 
 
The special assistant said that another ordinance on mutual legal assistance is being issued which would 
help remove bottlenecks in the way of seeking information from foreign countries on illegal wealth. 
 
He said PM Imran Khan has directed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to dispatch a high-powered 
delegation to Switzerland to expedite ratification of the treaty on exchange of information on bank 
accounts. He said the treaty had been signed in 2013 but was not ratified. 
 
Shahzad Akbar said the government would also hire firms that would detect and help recover illegal 
money and in case of recovery, the firm would get an agreed share of the recovered amount. He said the 
Prime Minister would get reports on the implementation of measures on fortnightly basis, which would 
also be submitted to the Supreme Court. 
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