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Shahbaz slams hike in direct taxes

NAVEED BUTT

ISLAMABAD: Leader of Opposition in the National Assembly, Shahbaz Sharif has said that the
government has increased indirect taxes in the Finance Supplementary (Amendment) Bill, 2018 to
the tune of billions of rupees which will bring a storm of inflation in the country and burden the poor
heavily.

The opposition leader expressed these views while kicking off debate on the Finance
Supplementary (Amendment) Bill, 2018 in the National Assembly on Monday.

While rejecting supplementary budget, the opposition leader urged the PTI government to reverse
the decision of allowing the non-filers to purchase immovable property or new motor vehicles. He
said that the previous Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government had stopped the way of
land mafia and money launders by imposing restrictions on non-filers from purchasing land and
vehicles. He said that honesty lost and dishonesty won through this action of the government.

Talking about increase in gas tariff, he termed the mini-budget anti-poor, saying the price of gas has
been increased from 10.5 percent to 143 percent which will hurt industrial and domestic consumers
equally. He urged the government to immediately withdraw increase in gas price.

He said that the price of fertilizer has been increased in the finance bill which is a burden on the
poor farmers. He said that their government had given relief to the small farmers by giving subsidy
of billion of rupees on fertilizers and tractors.

The opposition leader said that the PLM-N government launched power plants on gas at the lowest
cost to generate 5,000MW electricity and projects were completed before time.

He said that the PML-N government had decreased tax on salaried class from 30 percent to 15
percent but the PTI government has again increased it to 29 percent.

He said that PTI government is imposing new taxes of Rs 183 billion in which more than Rs 70 billion
taxes are indirect taxes. He said when Asad Umar was in the opposition, he had always opposed
indirect taxes but now as a finance minister he is supporting them.

He said that the PML-N government had increased tax collection from Rs 2.2 trillion to Rs 3.9 trillion
which is almost double and increased the numbers of tax payers. He said, “The PTI government
plans to collect Rs 8,000 billion tax and we will not allow more burden of taxes on the masses.”

Enumerating the achievements of the previous government, the leader of the opposition said the
PML-N government overcame all the major challenges of energy deficiency and terrorism which it
had inherited in 2013.

He said that the PSDP is important for the development of any country but the PTI government has
slashed it by Rs 225 billion, which is 30 percent of the PSDP. He said that 30 percent development
funds would be slashed from the projects of health, education, CPEC and others. He said that many
people would face unemployment due to the cut in the PSDP outlay.

He said that the CPEC is a project worth over $50 billion and is a strong pillar of Pak-China relations.
He also called the statements given on the CPEC project lately by the government as ‘anti-state,’
adding that the project is a glaring opportunity for economic progress.

He said that the opposition parties along with the support of people will ensure that this mega
project is completed on time.

Shahbaz Sharif said that he is not speaking just for the sake of criticism. Rather, the opposition will
appreciate and support the government if it takes steps for public welfare, he added.
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About dams, he said that the PML-N supports the construction of dams in the country. He said that
the PML-N government had allocated Rs 23.6 billion budget for Diamer-Bhasha Dam but the PTI
government did not increase any fund in this budget. He said that the issue of water is very serious
and it should be resolve immediately.

The PML-N leader also proposed to the PTI government to sign a ‘Charter of Economy’ (CoE) for
economic development of the country. “We should sit together and discuss CoE above the politics
for the future of the country.”

About Kashmir issue, he said, “We must not compromise on the issue of Kashmir during talks with of
India. He said, “We should establish good relations with all neighboring countries.”

Shahbaz Sharif said that the opposition parties welcome parliamentary commission on alleged
discrepancies in the last general election. He said that the opposition in light of the facts will provide
maximum cooperation to the commission.

Shahbaz said that there is no second opinion on the fact that the incumbent Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf government was not made through genuine public mandate but it came to power through
rigging.

“They said that we have the best team but today we are seeing imported advisors and close friends
of a few everywhere,” the PML-N leaders took a jibe on the appointment of Prime Minister Imran
Khan’s close aide Zulfi Bukhari as Advisor to the PM on Overseas Pakistanis.

Another PML-N leader and former Minister for Planning, Development and Reforms, Ahsan Iqbal
said that all the energy projects under the CPEC are in IPP financing mode. “We will not pay loan of
any cent to China on these projects.” He said that the NEPRA determines the tariff of electricity of
the power projects and there is representation of all provinces in the organization.
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