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ALI HUSSAIN  
 
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs Asad Umar on 
Tuesday laid before the Senate a copy of the Finance Supplementary (Amendment) Bill, 
2018, as the House will initiate debate on the bill today (Wednesday).  
 
Soon after presenting the Finance Supplementary (Amendment) Bill, 2018 before the 
National Assembly, the finance minister also laid it before the Senate with a view to 
make recommendations to the Lower House on the money bill.  
 
Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani, while announcing to fix Wednesday (today) for the 
House to initiate the debate on the money bill, also invited senators to submit their 
recommendations to the Senate Secretariat within three days, adding that no 
recommendation will be entertained after the lapse of aforementioned time.  
 
Senators belonging to various opposition political parties expressed reservations on the 
new government’s latest move, as they pointed out that a day earlier the government 
heavily increased burden on people by increasing natural gas prices by up to 143 
percent.  
 
When the finance minister was given the floor to lay the money bill before the House, 
the joint opposition had already announced to stage walkout not against the bill, but on 
an issue raised by Senator Hasil Khan Bizenjo with regard to alleged political 
victimization in Balochistan.  
 
Bizenjo shared a photo from his cell phone with the chairman about an alleged torture 
on a political activist, namely Hafeez Baloch, who had contested against the incumbent 
chief minister Balochistan.  
 
“Is it that ‘Naya Pakistan’ where political opponent – the one who had contest against a 
chief minister – will have to face a brutal police torture on the behest of a chief minister,” 
he questioned, adding that police conducted a raid at his house on Monday night and 
tortured him and other members of his family. Bizenjo then led a walkout protest of the 
joint opposition from the House. The chairman while taking notice of the incident 
referred the matter to committee concerned for further probe.  
 
Speaking on points of public importance, various senators opposed the idea of 



construction of controversial Kalabagh Dam given the reservations expressed by three 
provinces – Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.  
 
Referring to the initiative of donations launched by Chief Justice of Pakistan to construct 
dams in the countries, Senator Usman Kakar of Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party 
(PkMAP) said that three provincial assemblies have opposed the construction of 
Kalabagh Dam and also urged the senators to oppose the idea with ‘one voice.’  
 
“We are not opposing dams, but we will resist construction of the controversial 
Kalabagh Dam. If someone is to be declared as a traitor then it is Musharraf who is 
sitting abroad and no institution is able to bring him back,” he said, while referring to 
alleged remarks of the Chief Justice against those resisting Kalabagh Dam. Nobody 
should be called a ‘traitor’ who strives for the protection of rights of the people, he 
added.  
 
Abdul Ghafoor Haideri of JUI-F also strongly opposed construction of Kalabagh Dam, 
saying that people of three provinces have raised serious reservations on the proposed 
project. He said that instead of going for controversial projects, the government needs 
to consider alternate projects of dams.  
 
However, the chairman Senate while quoting from Article 68 of the Constitution that 
says that conduct of any judge cannot be discussed in the House, stopped the JUI-F 
senator from speaking against the Chief Justice and also expunged his earlier 
comments from proceedings of the House.  
 
PML-N Senator Mushahidullah Khan criticized Prime Minister Imran Khan for the 
donation drive to collect money for construction of dams. He said that the work on 
various dams such as Diamer-Bhasha has already been started during previous 
governments and the PTI should come up with idea of new reservoirs.  
 
“Don’t befool the masses for collection of donations for the dams such as Diamer-
Bhasha on which Rs 123 billion have already been spent in the past and an additional 
Rs 25 billion were also allocated in the last budget. If you’re really serious, go for 
construction of new dams,” he added.  
 
He also criticized the PTI for failing to honor its promises made with the people of KP 
during its past five years tenure, saying that the party had pledged to construct 350 
dams in the province and also to produce surplus electricity to be exported to other 
countries.  
 
Some senators also expressed concerns over the recent announcement by Prime 
Minister Imran Khan to give nationalities to Afghan and other refugees who have been 
living in the country since long.  
 
Without opposition or supporting the idea, PPP Senator Rehman Malik pointed out that 
it has to be the Parliament to decide about giving nationalities to citizens of another 



country, adding it cannot be decided to give nationality on executive order.  
 
Mir Kabeer Shahi of the National Party (NP) also strongly opposed the Prime Minister’s 
idea to give nationality to Afghan refugees and warned that his party would strongly 
resist the move inside and outside the Parliament.  
 
Another NP Senator Tahir Bizenjo said that dealing with Afghan refugees is a sensitive 
matter and the government needs to take the Parliament and the provinces into 
confidence before taking any decision about their fate.  
 
PML-N Senator Pir Sabir Shah said that the government instead of giving nationality to 
Afghan refugees should negotiate with international community to make their return 
possible to Afghanistan.  
 
PkMAP Senator Azam Khan Musakhel regretted the point of view of some senators who 
opposed Pakistan’s nationality to Afghan refugees, saying that his party welcomes the 
decision and will extend support to the government in this regard.  
 
Earlier, the House also passed the West Pakistan Juvenile Smoking (Repeal) Bill, 2018 
and the West Pakistan Prohibition of Smoking in Cinema Houses (Repeal) Bill, 2018.  


