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Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar has said smart courts in the form of commercial courts will be set up in 
Pakistan to decide matters related to the CPEC and foreign direct investment (FDI) on mediation/ADR 
techniques on a fast track basis. 
 
"This will provide quick redress to investors, which will help Pakistan reassure and give confidence to 
foreign investors in Pakistani courts," CJP Saqib Nisar further said while addressing the opening 
ceremony of 13th Conference of the Presidents of the Supreme Courts of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization''s Member States on Friday. 
 
He stated: "Investment in IT is not for the sake of modernization alone but because it enables easy 
access to information, increased transparency and accountability while lowering costs." 
 
In developing countries, including Pakistan, it has been recognized as an essential catalyst, which 
enables judiciary as well as other sectors of society to speed up their business processes while striving to 
meet the challenges of the 21st century, he said. 
 
Commenting on geopolitical importance and key economic features of Pakistan, the Chief Justice said 
Pakistan is believed to be a perfect location and an ideal market for foreign direct investment (FDI). 
 
Its huge natural resources, competitive and educated labour and specially tailored investment policies are 
very attractive to foreign investors. As Pakistan attracts more FDI, especially with CPEC coming to 
Pakistan, the inevitable investment disputes must be amicably settled through internationally recognized 
principles of arbitration/ADR mechanisms which are acceptable to all the parties. 
 
All the civil courts in Pakistan have been asked not to issue ex parte stay orders in respect of CPEC 
related projects. This initiative will improve the confidence level of foreign investors on Pakistan''s judicial 
system and will give a sense of protection, comfort and peace of mind whilst investing in Pakistan, he 
said. 
 
Moreover, with respect to CPEC investment, there is a requirement of uniformity in laws, processes and 
mechanisms and there is a need of a forum like IFC Dubai for looking after foreign direct investment and 
designating special courts for hearing CPEC related disputes. This requires further negotiation at state to 
state level and if necessary on the judicial level too. 
 
"The sharing of legal ideas and the use of information technology by our two countries will be materially 
helpful for the judicial systems of both the countries," he added. 
 
He said: "We are all gathered here under the aegis of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) to find 
ways ensuring greater cooperation between member states to combat problems such as terrorism and 
extremism which threaten the security of member states." 
 
CJP said many modern crimes such as terrorism do not respect territorial borders. "In order to combat 
these menaces we need to forge strong bonds at all levels with other member states so that we leave no 
space for the offenders. Common policies, uniform laws, pooled wisdom, shared data and information: 
these are the weapons in our arsenal," he said. 
 
He further added, "The judiciary of the member states needs to play its part in building a strong 



framework in which these threats to our security can be combated." 
 
The Chief Justice underlined the need for International Judicial Cooperation and said it is very necessary 
for global peace and regional security. The efforts of SCO to bring the higher judiciary of the member 
states together through this conference are very commendable. The regional social fabric is being eroded 
through divisive forces. 
 
"We live in an age where the "other" is viewed with suspicion. But forums such as the SCO help counter 
this insularity by allowing us to make friends. As we shake hands with our counterparts from member 
States, as we break bread with them and converse with them, we cannot but help build closer links 
between our member states," he said. 
 
The SCO will allow mutual legal assistance, the sharing of best practices, developing of regional dispute 
resolution mechanisms, extension of formal & informal cooperation by justice sector institutions which will 
advance peace and stability in this region. 
 
Addressing the Discussion Group Improvement of Mechanism of International Judicial Cooperation in 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), the Chief Justice said that Pakistan has recently joined this 
organization and is keen to play a productive role as a member of SCO. 
 
"We are also excited at the thought of the many opportunities this forum will open up to Pakistan and its 
judiciary to learn from the experiences and wisdom of other member states. As trade among member 
states of the SCO increases and as travel increases, there is increased need for international judicial 
cooperation," he said. 
 
He stated that none of the member states wanted to be safe havens for terrorists, for terrorist financing, 
for white collar crimes, or for cyber crimes. These are just a few of the crimes and offences that do not 
respect territorial borders. 
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