
 

 

Political parties asked to include labourers’ 
issues in election campaigns 
Page NO.18 Col No.02 
KARACHI: Labour rights activists have asked political parties to include labour issues in their election 
campaigns. 
Addressing a press conference at the Karachi Press Club on Thursday, they said that political parties were still 
not very clear on labour-related issues as the country was moving towards another general election. 
“These political parties are demanding votes from workers, though there is nothing in their election manifestos 
for the betterment of the workers, which is sad. And what is even worse is that the political parties which ruled 
in the capital and provinces for the past five years did not bring any visible improvement to the lives of 
workers,” said Nasir Mansoor, central deputy general secretary of the National Trade Union Federation 
(NTUF). 
“Pakistan has a labour force of more than 65 million, which is almost 65 per cent of the total number of voters 
in Pakistan. Against this backdrop, it is worth seeing what the political parties think about the problems and 
issues of workers. In these times of economic crisis, the workers consider the coming general elections very 
important for them and think that they should present their point of view to the political parties,” he added. 
ARTICLE CONTINUES AFTER AD 
Almost 80 per cent of the megacity comprises of workers’ localities and still the workers are deprived of basic 
facilities of life. 
The working class is waiting for their constitutional rights of housing, education, healthcare and job guarantee. 
Labour colonies and localities do not have basic facilities such as water, electricity, gas, healthcare, education, 
public transport, drainage, paved roads and streets, it was stated. 
There are also no schools and hospitals in labour colonies. Or even if they are there they are of the poorest 
quality. 
And the state of workplaces, factories and industries is even worse. The examples of the Baldia garment 
factory and the ship-breaking yard at Gadani and dark mines that are caving in are there, the labour leaders 
said. 
It was pointed out that capitalists had made workers wage-slaves. 
Unskilled workers are not even given the government-fixed minimum wage of Rs15,000 per month. 
The legal working time of eight hours a day is being extended to 14 to 18 hours a day. 
Women workers are facing the worst exploitation. They do not get equal wages. Sexual harassment is also 
rampant. Taking more than eight hours a day duty from them without giving double overtime is routine. 
Many factories do not give their workers even paid weekly holidays. 
And the workers despite serving for years in factories are not accepted as legal employees and can be sacked 
anytime with their entry getting banned at the factory gate. 
Contract labour system has also been a big problem in the industrial sector depriving them of social security, 
their basic right. 
Many aren’t even eligible for pension. They are also not given their legal right of five per cent share from the 
annual profits. Then many workers are deprived of their right of making trade unions and electing CBAs. 
It was said that the only way to get these things resolved was that the working class should start their own 
organised movement to safeguard their rights and resolve their collective issues. 
New labour movement 
Therefore it was said that the NTUF, Home-Based Women Workers Federation (HBWWF), Inqilabi Adarsh 
Front (IAF) and the representatives of more than 60 other trade unions had decided to organise a labour rights 
movement or Mazdoor Huqooq Tehreek by holding gatherings in localities and labour colonies to later extend 
them to other parts of the city. 



“This will compel political parties and their candidates to make policies related to workers and include them in 
their election campaign for resolving issues of labourers, peasants and working women and to safeguard their 
legal rights,” said Mansoor. “Every worker, including home-based workers and workers of unorganised sector 
should be registered with the social security and pension institutions and they should be issued proper cards,” 
he added. 
The labour rights activists sought representation of labourers in assemblies as per their population percentage. 
NTUF general secretary Ghani Zaman, NTUF Sindh chapter president Gul Rehman, HBWWF’s Saira Feroze, 
chairperson of Association of Affectees of Baldia Factory Fire Saeeda Khatoon, human rights activist Qurat 
Mirza and information secretary of Sindh Agricultural General Workers Union CBA Mushtaq Ali Shan were 
also present. 
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