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KARACHI: It is too early to say who will emerge as the single largest party in the polls, 
says traders and industrialists.  
 
Some of them said that none of the leading parties, it seems, could secure simple 
majority that is required to form government, let alone absolute majority.  
 
Business community said it would be an uphill task for the upcoming government to 
stabilize economy and improve the social well-being of the people which have 
weakened over the years. Many foresee a ‘hung parliament’ as a result of general 
elections and in such case the elected parties will have to talk to each other to develop 
consensus for widely inclusive coalition government at the centre.  
 
Traders expressed satisfaction over election arrangements made by the Election 
Commission of Pakistan in the city. Some members of them said they were able to cast 
their votes without any problem and within then to fifteen minuets.  
 
They said the most immediate issue that awaits the incoming government is nothing but 
huge current account deficit due to swelling imports and external debt servicing and 
ruling elites will have to ensure its reduction at the earliest.  
 
The business fraternity wants next government policy focus on creating conducive 
business environment to increase exports and attract investments which in turn will 
create much-needed employment opportunities. They said new government must adopt 
measures to keep moving wheel of economy and streamline monitory policy, reduce 
markup rates, control inflation, reduce power and gas tariffs, provide uninterrupted 
power and gas and ensure maintaining law and order.  
 
“Today, all leading politician are contesting from Karachi and every one is talking about 
the interests and well-being of Karachi but once they get elected and come into power, 
they forget and overlook this city,” Businessmen Group (BMG) chairman Siraj Kasim 
Teli who also served KCCI as president in past, lamented, urging the newly-elected 
people they should think seriously about the interest of Karachi.  
 
He said Karachi contributes the highest amount of revenue to the national exchequer 
which simply cannot be denied by anyone. Therefore, he urged all contesting political 
parties, to keep this in mind that they have to pay special attention to the issues of 
Karachi after they get elected. He alerted that businessmen would register protest if 
they fail to redress Karachi’s issues.  



 
“It appears Imran Khan will make the government. He must act upon what he said is his 
speeches,” Teli exhorted.  
 
Pakistan Businessmen and Intellectuals Forum (PBIF) president Mian Zahid Hussain 
said that the incoming government should introduce such policy that is acceptable to all 
stakeholders and that can benefit the country in long run.  
 
He said revolutionary and immediate steps are required to be taken to increase the 
country’s exports to overcome worsening economic situation of the country.  
 
Former chairman of Federal B Area Association of Trade and Industry, Masroor Alvi, 
expressed satisfaction over election arrangement and said he cast his vote in ten 
minutes. He wants coming government must give top priority to overcome economic 
issues. He said trade issue between China and USA may create opportunity for 
Pakistan to take advantage.  


