
 

 
Amnesty Scheme: FBR gets information about properties in UK 
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Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has obtained information in respect of immovable properties owned by 
Pakistanis in the United Kingdom (UK) with the assistance of Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) and UK Tax Authorities. Sources told Business Recorder here on Monday that 
the FBR has received the information from the UK Tax Authorities and the expert team of FBR is 
analyzing the information for taking further action. Presently, a team of OECD is also present in the FBR. 
 
The FBR has made this announcement at the time when 15 days are left for availing the Amnesty 
Scheme. So far, 55,225 declarations have been filed in which declared value of foreign assets is around 
Rs 577 billion and that of domestic assets is around Rs 1,192 billion. Declarants have paid around Rs 97 
billion out of which around Rs 36 billion have been collected on foreign assets and Rs 61 billion on 
domestic assets. In addition, $ 40 million have been repatriated. 
 
Sources said that the FBR has estimated to generate tax within the range of Rs 200 to 300 billion under 
the amnesty scheme. An official said, "Yes, we have obtained information of Pakistanis owning 
immoveable properties in the UK and if they do not avail this amnesty scheme then the FBR will take 
action against them as per law." 
 
When asked whether the number of cases of immoveable properties in the UK is in hundreds or 
thousands, the official responded that they have a lot of information about Pakistanis owning properties in 
the UK. The FBR''s announcement would provide an opportunity to all Pakistanis owning immoveable 
properties in the UK to avail amnesty scheme otherwise the FBR would be in position to move against 
them. 
 
The amnesty scheme on domestic and foreign assets has fetched Rs 62 billion and Rs 36 billion 
respectively so far. Keeping in view this official record, the FBR is making all-out efforts to lure foreigners 
to declare their immoveable assets otherwise the FBR will be in position to move against them under law 
of the land after expiry of amnesty deadline on July 31, 2018. 
 
The official said, "Under confidentiality clauses, we cannot disclose exact numbers and details of obtained 
information from UK Tax authorities under OECD mechanism." When contacted, a tax expert said if 
confidentiality clauses were breached then the FBR would not be able to get any information in future so 
the tax authorities placed all security and foolproof arrangements to protect all such information from any 
leaks. 
 
The FBR''s announcement of analyzing information of immovable properties owned by the Pakistanis in 
the UK aims at making amnesty scheme on declaration of foreign assets successful. This move does not 
have any political purpose as many know that politicians own properties in the UK and other parts of the 
world. 
 
Under the exchange of information program, the FBR has placed standardized software for receiving 
thousands of cases of Pakistanis through automatic exchange portal from Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) to seek financial data of assets and bank accounts abroad. 
 
The FBR has placed software with the grant of the UK-based Department for International Development 
(DFID) for receiving information through automatic exchange portal from OECD forum and all required 
mechanism were in place to use this information against those who would not avail the amnesty scheme 
for declaration of foreign assets. 
 
Sources said that the FBR placed software with the assistance of DFID for receiving automatic 



information from OECD. Through the Finance Act 2018, the FBR has brought foreign jurisdictions into tax 
net enabling OECD agreement operational for all tax collection purposes. 
 
After operationalization of OECD agreement on taxation, the FBR would have detailed information about 
owners of foreign assets and bank account holders and concealment cases would be framed against 
those who would not avail this last chance. The policy of name and shame will be adopted against tax 
evaders after July 31 this year, the sources added. 
 
The FBR will also place safeguard measures to ensure confidentiality of data including cross-matching 
and monitoring of the information received under exchange of information with OECD member countries. 
 
The FBR is actively working on the implementation of the remaining steps under the OECD Multilateral 
Convention on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters, which Pakistan became a signatory to in 
September 2016. All formalities to sign the Multilateral Competent Authority Agreement on Automatic 
Exchange of Financial Account Information (MCAA), which is one of the remaining steps to be 
implemented under the said OECD Multilateral Convention, are almost complete. 
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