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KARACHI: All Pakistan Textile Mills Association (Aptma) on Monday condemned the withdrawal of 
customs duty exemption on cotton imports. 
The association feared that this development would result in closure of more spinning units, adding that around 
140 units have already closed their operations. 
Aptma Senior Vice-Chairman Zahid Mazhar in a statement recalled that even in the past customs duty was 
imposed on cotton imports which resulted in higher imports of yarn at the cost of domestic spinning industry. 
Earlier this year, the government exempted cotton imports from 3 per cent customs duty and 3pc additional 
customs duty but the caretaker government has re-imposed the duties from July 15, he said. 
Mr Mazhar feared this would badly hurt the textile industry which is already operating under great stress and 
would further render millions jobless. Already around one million workers have lost their jobs after the closure 
of 140 textile mills, he claimed. 
He drew the attention of the authorities toward the fact that for the last three consecutive cotton seasons crop 
size remained much below the target and failed to meet the demand of textile industry. 
The Aptma office bearer further rejected the Cotton Commissioner’s claim that the country on an average 
produces 13 million bales annually on the basis of which the government has imposed customs duty and 
additional customs duty on import of cotton. 
He further explained that the country produced 11.58m bales (155kg per bale) in the year 2017-18 and 10.73m 
bales in 2016-17 whereas in 2015-16 only 9.79m bales were produced. 
The area under cotton cultivation has witnessed a decline over the last few years since a high percentage of 
cotton growers shifted to sugarcane cultivation, he added. 
Above all, he said, low yield of cotton farming particularly in Punjab needs to be addressed on urgent basis. He 
added that the Pakistan Central Cotton Committee has already estimated that about 48pc of the area wherein 
cotton was to be cultivated in Sindh had been missed due to scarcity and poor management of water. 
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