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ISLAMABAD: The appointment of four caretaker Federal Ministers – Commerce, 
Defence, Education and Human Rights - is a waste of the taxpayers’ money, informed 
sources in the four ministries told this correspondent.  
 
These four ministers can not undertake any fire-fighting measures that are urgently 
required, or long-term measures for which they do not have the mandate, and are 
merely signing off on routine files.  
 
Mian Misbah ur-Rehman from Lahore, a PPP stalwart, has been allocated Ministries of 
Commerce & Textile and Ministry of Industries & Production.  
 
Initially, the portfolio of Commerce and Industries had been allocated to Minister 
Finance, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar who got a detailed presentation from Commerce 
Ministry’s officials on trade issues and proposed action plan to deal with the 
unsustainable rising trade deficit. On 27 June, caretaker Prime Minister Nasir- ul-Mulk 
appointed two additional federal ministers that included incumbent Commerce Minister.  
 
Rehman, a close relative of former Minister for Commerce and Textile Pervez Malik, is 
engaged in transfers and postings of officials of the Ministries under his administrative 
control.  
 
“When approached for any specific favour Minister Rehman issues verbal/written 
instructions to his staff,” said an official in Industries Ministry.  
 
The caretaker Minister for Commerce and Industries has repeatedly requested 
meetings be scheduled with business community and industry’s tycoons but his staff 
has met with no interest for a meeting from the business community.  
 
Lt. Gen, (R) Naeem Khalid Lodhi has been allocated the portfolios of Aviation Division, 
Defence and Defence Production Ministry and National Security Division (the latter was 
earlier appropriately allocated to Foreign Minister Abdullah Hussain Haroon). Under the 
caretaker setup these ministries have little except routine files to sign off on which could 
have been signed by any other caretaker federal minister.  
 
Muhammad Yusuf Shaikh was allocated Ministry of Climate Change, Ministry of 
Information Technology and Telecommunication, Ministry of National Health Services, 



Regulations and Coordination, Ministry of Religious Affairs and Inter-faith Harmony and 
Ministry of Science and Technology. None of these portfolios require any short-term 
measures and hence the appointment of a caretaker minister is a waste of the 
taxpayers’ money.  
 
Mrs. Roshan Khursheed Bharucha has been appointed as Minister for Human Rights, 
Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan, States and Frontier Regions, Postal Services and 
Railways – again none of these portfolios require any measures in the short-term – the 
tenure of the caretakers.  
 
Caretaker federal ministers get salaries, allowances, the use of official cars, official 
residence, and boarding and lodging.  
 
According to the notification, functions of caretaker government are as follows: (i) 
perform its functions to attend day-to-day matters which are necessary to run the affairs 
of the government; (ii) assist the Election Commission to hold elections in accordance 
with the law; (iii) restrict itself to activities that are routine, non-controversial and urgent, 
in the public interest and reversible by the future government elected after the elections; 
and (iv) be impartial to every person and political party.  
 
The notification further states that the caretaker government shall not: (i) take major 
policy decisions except on urgent matters; (ii) take any decision or make a policy that 
may have effect or pre-empt the exercise of authority by the future elected government; 
(iii) enter into major contract or undertaking if it is detrimental to public interest; (iv) enter 
into major international negotiations with any foreign country or international agency or 
sign or ratify any international binding instrument except in an exceptional case; (v) 
make promotions or major appointments of public officials but may make acting or 
short-term appointments in public interest; (vi) transfer public officials unless it is 
considered expedient and after approval of the Commission; and (vii) attempt to 
influence the elections or do or cause to be done anything which may, in any manner, 
influence or adversely affect the free and fair elections.  
 


