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          14th December, 2018 

 
Global outcry over INGOs’ closure in Pakistan 
ISLAMABAD: A European Union delegation, the heads of mission of the European Union member states 
represented in Pakistan, and the heads of mission of Australia, Canada, Japan, Norway and Switzerland have 
expressed concern over the closing down of activities of international NGOs in the country. 
 
Also read: Time to review NGO policy 
 
In a joint statement issued on Thursday, they said: “We fully respect the government’s right to maintain an 
INGO registration policy but we share a deep concern over the way in which it has been implemented, the 
potential for more INGOs to be closed without clear justification, the impact on Pakistan’s civil society, and 
the implications for Pakistan in achieving good governance and inclusive development.” 
 
They urged the government that, in the interest of the population of Pakistan, not least its most vulnerable 
citizens, a solution be found as soon as possible to avoid the closing down of further INGOs’ activities. 
 
They strongly believe that a vibrant civil society is indispensable for good governance and inclusive 
development, issues that Prime Minister Imran Khan’s government promotes and which are at the heart of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 
“We have been engaging with the leadership of Pakistan to revisit the situation of those international non-
governmental organisations (INGOs) whose registration was initially rejected by the previous 
administration. We welcome the recent offer for an open dialogue as proposed by the government of 
Pakistan, and hope that this dialogue will be initiated shortly,” the joint local statement says. 
 
Earlier this month the deadline given by the government to the 18 reputable and well-known INGOs to wind 
up their operations expired, leaving them with no other option but to terminate their operations and to re-
apply in six months’ time. 
 
“This means that financial support to Pakistani organisations will be reduced as most INGOs work through 
local institutions to carry out their activities,” according to the statement. 
 
The joint local statement issued by the European Union office says “We believe that the work of INGOs 
contributes in reaching the Sustainable Development Goals in Pakistan. We are of the view that the rejected 
INGOs have been positively contributing towards these goals in many areas. 
 
With their expertise, flexibility, and ability to operate under difficult circumstances, international and 
national NGOs have made invaluable contributions to Pakistan and are indispensable for our countries to 
continue our wide-ranging cooperation activities in partnership with the government. 
 
 
Amin Ahmed 


