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          12th December, 2018 

BMP’s presidential candidate vows to help resolve issues 
Presidential candidate of Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) and former Chief 
Minister Balochistan, Alauddin Marri has vowed to resolve the issues of business community with respect and 
honour if elected to the office. 
 
Addressing a gathering of likeminded businessmen and chambers representatives, he said that ruling United 
Business Group made massive blunders in the last four years to put the country in economic isolation. He further 
stated that his group would restore the authority and respect of business community and submit viable proposals 
to the government. 
 
"The FPCCI has become controversial for its inappropriate role. This body did not give proper proposals to the 
government due to which business community's issues are not settled," he added. Ahmad Jawad, a businessman, 
also gave background of the current pathetic performance of ruling United Business Group (UBG). 
 
Chairman Businessman Panel (BMP) Mian Anjum Nisar said the role of FPCCI is not appreciable at any level, 
adding that this apex body is being used for personal gains. "If they have represented business community 
properly at government forums, the business community's issues have been resolved," he added. 
 
He was of the view that due to the current depreciation of currency and other policies, the country's businessman 
cannot plan about coming days. "Current account deficit and pressure on rupee is result of policies of former 
FPCCI regime which had failed to take decisions to increase exports," he said. He criticised S M Munir for using 
FPCCI for personal gains. 
 
Zikrya Usman said that FPCCI's key responsibility is to liaise with the government to increase exports and 
industrialisation but the ruling group threatened small associations. "They just used the apex body for personal 
interests. We are ready to sacrifice ourselves to save FPCCI but the other side doesn't come forward. The 
opponents used fake trade bodies," he continued. 
 
Former Senator Haji Ghulam Ali said business community is facing crisis like situation. He stated that 
Businessman Panel has nominated Alauddin Marri from Balochistan, hoping his team will succeed in elections 
on December 28. 
 
Mian Zahid Hussain said that business community is worried about the future. The FPCCI leadership is just busy 
in uploading pictures on WhatsApp and Facebook. "If business community is dissatisfied with the performance 
of current team, they should select other people," he added. 
 
According to a press release, the UBG shifted the concept of FPCCI towards an ordinary body. The FPCCI 
CPEC Committee is almost dysfunctional. Similarly its participation and active lobbying at ECO and SAARC 
regions through joint chambers stand nowhere. 
 
Businessman Penal said after winning the elections of FPCCI, they will do the following things: (i) undertaking 
economic research and encouraging scientific research which is useful for the development of industry and 
commerce; (ii) arranging business education and technical education; (iii) publishing periodicals for 
dissemination of information useful to business community; (iv) providing library facilities to members; (v) 
offering advice and suggestion on management, quality improvement so as to improve competitive strength of 
industry; (vi) arranging seminars, conferences and workshops on subjects of importance to business community; 
(vii) sending trade delegations abroad to explore foreign investment and assist in negotiating bilateral trade 
agreements and; (viii) resolving differences and disputes among members through arbitration. 
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