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The federal cabinet decided on Tuesday to review China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project 
under which $28 billion projects are ongoing, $22 billion projects are energy-related while additional $46 
billion projects are in the pipeline. This was stated by Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry while 
addressing a press conference here at Press Information Department. The minister added that the 
cabinet has approved a taskforce to oversee reforms in civil laws and civil services, and to reform 
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) laws. 
 
Chaudhry said that Law Minister Farogh Naseem will head the taskforce to bring about effective changes 
in NAB laws. He said that the cabinet session was chaired by Prime Minister Imran Khan at the PM 
House to discuss the nine-point agenda of PTI''s 100 days plan. 
 
The minister said that the government has also decided to review the legislations related to anti-terrorism 
and military courts. 
 
The minister also said that the federal cabinet decided to remove Saeed Ahmed from the slot of President 
National Bank of Pakistan (NAB), as he is facing cases in court due to his alleged involvement in 
laundering of billions of rupees. 
 
Dr Suleman, who is working as the NACTA coordinator, will be appointed as new Director General IB, the 
cabinet decided. 
 
"The FATA merger with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is part of our 100-day program and the Prime Minister has 
issued instructions to speed up the merger," Chaudhry said. 
 
A committee comprising Shah Mehmood Qureshi and Khushro Bakhtiar has been constituted to look after 
the matters relating to the formation of southern Punjab province. 
 
The committee will also contact Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz in the regard. 
 
He said that the cabinet meeting decided to form a taskforce to create 10 million jobs and build 5 million 
houses for the poor, which will report to the Prime Minister within two weeks. A taskforce has also been 
created to ensure implementation of a woman''s share in inheritance, Chaudhry said. 
 
"We will do all within our means to stand up on our own feet. We cannot continue to live on loans and still 
yearn for dignity," he said. 
 
He said the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government has embarked upon a cost-cutting austerity drive 
to slash its expenses. The measures are aimed at giving a clear message to all that the money of the 
taxpayers is not meant for ostentatious lifestyle of the rulers, but for spending on the welfare of the 
people, he said. 
 
"We are working on a plan to expand our tax base, improve governance, bring in foreign investment and 
generate revenue," Chaudhry added 
 
He also defended the Prime Minister''s travel via helicopter from the PM House to his Banigala residence, 
saying that PM''s commute via helicopter doesn''t cost much and it''s around Rs 55 per km. He said 
helicopter isn''t much expensive if somebody owns it personally and is not hired on rent, adding that 
traveling via helicopter also does not create hurdles for masses which they have to face due to the PM''s 



protocol. 
 
Responding to a question regarding the cost of helicopter traveling of the PM, he said he has googled it, 
suggesting the journalists to also find the cost through Google. He underlined that four helicopters are 
already at the PM House which had been purchased during the previous regimes and it is the prerogative 
of any prime minister to use them. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, Malik Amin Aslam, Advisor to the PM on Environment Affairs, said that the 
government will plant 10 billion saplings to tackle the effects of climate change. He said that the drive will 
be started from September 2, 2018, saying that on first day of the drive 1.5 million trees will be planted. 
He said that the government will provide free of cost saplings to people. 
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