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RECORDER REPORT  
 
KARACHI: Karachi Tax Bar Association (KTBA) has forwarded its observations on draft 
return forms to the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) in order to remove anomalies.  
 
In a letter sent to the chairperson FBR, the KTBA said that they had reviewed the draft 
return forms in a discussion held on July 30, 2018 and got certain observations which 
required immediate action from FBR.  
 
i. The draft return forms are available only for individuals and AOPs but not for 
companies therefore the companies with Special Tax Year cannot review their return 
forms for filing.  
 
ii. A non-resident Pakistani citizen is not required to file return of income unless he 
earns any income in Pakistan. However, the draft return form SRO contains a new form 
for non-residents.  
 
iii. At the time of filing wealth statement, the IRIS asks for town code which is neither 
available nor defined in the draft return form SRO. However, town system does not exist 
in Karachi anymore and since last quarter of 2013, Karachi is divided into District 
Municipal Corporations. It is suggested that system should have comprehensive list of 
areas facilitating taxpayer to select area relevant in the case.  
 
iv. In wealth reconciliation statement under the head “Other” appearing in both the 
“Inflows’’ and “Outflows” a separate description box should be added. This will facilitate 
not only the taxpayers but also helpful in preventing unnecessary notices by the officer.  
 
v. Under the Salary Return Form, field for tax deducted U/s 149 is not available. This 
anomaly is found in the IRIS. The draft return on the IRIS is also not computing tax 
payable on salary.  
 
vi. While printing the wealth statement, only account number is printed and other 
information such as Bank Name, Branch Name and Address is not printed which 
creates problem for the taxpayer as well as for the department.  
 
vii. Instructions given in the last of the return forms need up-gradation as per law.  
 
viii. The WWF paid in the province of Sindh to the Sindh Revenue Board (SRB) has to 



be considered a permissible tax expense or a bona-fide allowance, thus require 
inclusion in the form.  
 
ix. The senior citizen’s rebate is not being calculated on IRIS.  
 
x. On the payment side, the limited codes of banks and their branches are available 
which compels the taxpayer to put the code of the main branch of the bank.  
 
xi. During the last year, “Import from previous return” feature was enabled to facilitate 
the taxpayers but this required mandatorily capturing all the data. It is suggested that 
“Page-Wise Import” feature may be enabled so that taxpayer select only the required 
data, which certainly reduces filling of return form considerably.  
 
xii. The provision of automatic preparation of the Income Tax Challan on IRIS should be 
considered after the preparation of return as otherwise it is currently a separate job to 
come to IRIS first and then go to e-FBR to finish the job.  
 
xiii. In the cases where tax refundable is made on the basis of return, system should 
automatically facilitate generating refund application under section 170 in prescribed 
manner.  
 
xiv. Introduction of various forms also creates problem for the taxpayers and requires 
intervention of their consultants.  
 
xv. While printing submitted return, option should be enabled to print the full return form. 
However, in previous years, printed version was not complete which created problems 
for the taxpayers.  


