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FPCCI urges PM to remove DGTO 
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) has approached Prime 
Minister Imran Khan for immediate removal of Director General Trade Organisations (DGTO) 
Waqar Ahmad Shah due to his inappropriate action against one of the office-bearers of the 
association. 
 
According to sources in private sector, President FPPCI, Ghazanfar Bilour has written a letter to the 
Prime Minister on the non professional attitude and incompetency of incumbent Director General 
Trade Organisations in dealing with the prime trade body. According to the FPCCI, this matter was 
discussed with the Prime Minister at a recent meeting of business leaders delegation led by S.M 
Munir, former Chief Executive Trade Development Authority of Pakistan TDAP). "Unfortunately, 
the concerned Ministry has not taken any action in this regard. On the contrary, the DGTO has 
started victimizing the apex trade body of the country, ie, FPCCI, directly," the sources quoted 
Ghazanfar Bilour as conveying to the Prime Minister. 
 
According to FPCCI President, in his recent order of October 23, 2018, he has unseated one of the 
women Vice Presidents of the FPCCI, which has been done at a time when the election process for 
the year 2019 has already started, and nowhere in the world such actions are taken when election 
process is going on. "It is surprising that DGTO has also appointed the losing candidate as the Vice 
President of the FPCCI without any lawful authority. To our understanding he has not been vested 
with any such powers where he can appoint any office bearer of any trade organisation," he added. 
 
Ghazanfar Bilour maintained that a vacancy of office bearers irrespective of reasons (s) as to how it 
was created has to be filled in by the laid down procedure in the law i.e. through an election process 
only. The FPCCI President has also shared the copy of DGTO order which according to him speaks 
of his ignorance about the law and his incompetence to head such an important institution. "We have 
requested the Prime Minister to immediately remove the incompetent DGTO and appoint a 
competent officer to head this important organisation," said one the office-bearers of the FPCCI. 
 
When contacted Ghazanfar Bilour said that he has requested the Prime Minister, Finance Minister, 
Advisor to Prime Minister, Abdul Razzak Dawood to dissolve Trade Organisation as no such 
organization exists in neighbouring countries. 
 
He cited incumbent DGTO Waqar Ali Shah as saying that he would have dissolved FPCCI if had 
been conferred the power. According to him, DGTO considers himself "God" and issues irrelevant 
orders. 
 
The core function of DGTO is to process the applications for grant of licences and registration of 
trade bodies under the Act. It also oversees the elections and results of office bearers and executive 
committee members of trade bodies and ensures that the Trade Organisations Act and Rule made 
thereunder are being followed in letter and spirit by the trade organisation. 
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