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Trade in yuan to reduce burden on $ reserves: Fawad 
Terming the Prime Minister Imran Khan's China visit as highly successful, Information Minister 
Fawad Chaudhry Monday said Pakistan and China will start trading in yuan instead of US dollar that 
would reduce burden on the country's dollar reserves. 
 
Talking to media at the Press Information Department (PID) regional office, Fawad said the trade 
volume between the two countries has been valued at US $15 billion. He further said that the PM's 
landmark visit to China has opened up new vistas of cooperation on the economic and strategic 
fronts. "This visit was as successful as that of Saudi Arabia in terms of economic and technical 
support," he said. "Pak-China relations had moved beyond the China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), as China had extended currency support, cooperation in agriculture sector and establishment 
of new industrial zones in the country which would create new jobs and enhance economic activity." 
 
He said the Finance Minister and Planning Minister would unfold details of the economic 
cooperation on their return, however, he said Pakistan had signed a historic pact on strategic 
relations. He said Pak-China strategic relations are decades-old and cooperation in the space 
programme is government's another achievement, adding that the first Pakistani astronaut would be 
sent to space with the help of Chinese Space Programme support in 2022. 
 
Fawad Chaudhry said: "The country should be proud that they got a great leader in the form of PM 
Imran Khan. After several years, Pakistan has won the confidence of other Islamic countries. The 
Prime Minister is playing a historic role in the Middle East crises. The Islamic countries are turning 
towards PM Khan to resolve their issues." 
 
He also said: "Talks on Yemen have moved forward and we have included other stakeholders in 
negotiations as well. A strong plan of action will be proposed on the matter as resolving the Muslim 
Ummah's conflicts is a key part of our foreign policy." 
 
Talking about those spreading hate in the name of religion, the Information Minister said such 
elements have nothing to do with religion. "All segments of the society, including those belonging to 
religious circles, have condemned the hate speeches and violence during recent protests held in 
reaction to the Supreme Court's acquittal of Aasia Bibi," he said. He thanked the PML-N, PPP and 
other opposition parties for their maturity and their cooperation with the government on this issue. 
"They [opposition parties] told the world that Pakistan is united," he said. 
 
He assured that action would be taken against those who destroyed public and private properties 
during the three-day long protests. He said, "The protesters did not even spare a child fruit vendor 
and a poor rickshaw driver. Women were disrespected and vehicles were set on fire. They stole 
bananas from a child and you can judge their moral values from this incident." 
 
When asked about the agreement between the government and the protesters which led to an end to 
the sit-ins across the country, Chaudhry said, "There were two ways to deal with the protesters: 
either to send forces or to make the situation normal. But we acted wisely and brought the situation 
under control across the country for which the government deserves appreciation." However, he said 



the government has directed all the provinces to submit data regarding damage to property and 
provide details of the rioters by tonight." 
 
He said, "Prime Minster Imran Khan truly loves Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and has never 
even worn shoes while landing in Madina. 
 
He does not need a certificate from anyone." "The state of Madina is our model and we will extend 
equal rights to all the citizens including minorities." 
 
Talking about social media, he said, "Facebook cooperated with us but we are facing issues with 
Twitter. We do not want to ban social media but they should cooperate on matters of religious hate." 
 
Answering a question about Pakistan's space mission, the minister said in his tone, "There are some 
politicians who are creating chaos on ground and should be sent to space. I will ask SUPARCO to 
ensure that once these politicians go to space, they cannot return." 
 
To another query about the opposition, Fawad said, "Opposition should not expect us to back-off 
from cases. Our only point of contention is that the opposition wants NRO and we cannot give that." 
 
He added, "The opposition wants that corruption cases against them should not be pursued and the 
All Parties Conference (APC) is also taking place for this reason. But this is Pakistan's money and 
has to be returned; nobody should expect us to stop or back off from the cases." 
 
"In the past, accountability was used for politics. However, the current government is not using 
accountability as a political means on any level; PM Imran is a leader who needs no favours. He will 
not even take one rupee and neither will his children." 
 
Fawad said police had arrested several people who were involved in rioting. He dismissed the 
criticism over the government's deal with the Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP); however, he added 
that the state cannot allow few thousand people to get up and shut down cities across the country. 
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