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          30th November, 2018 

 
BMP for removing non-tariff trade barriers between India, Pakistan  
Businessmen Panel (BMP) has called for removing non-tariff trade barriers between India and Pakistan, as 
both the countries need to shun violence and normalise relations in order to take the two-way trade to $30 
billion from the present $5 billion. "There is no better way of improving bilateral relations than mutually 
beneficial economic ties," he said. 
 
Lauding Wednesday's inauguration ceremony to build Kartarpur corridor to facilitate Sikhs to travel to the 
final resting place of Baba Guru Nanak, Presidential Candidate FPCCI of BMP Alauddin Marri said that this 
decision will not only help Sikhs to visit Pakistan without a visa but it can also bring Pakistan and India 
together while improving the image of Islamabad. 
 
He said that both the countries have decided to allow decades-old proposal which can also pave way for 
resolving other disputes. This is a significant breakthrough which is highly praiseworthy and so important 
while Prime Minister again said that if Indian government takes one step, in response we will take two 
which shows the commitment of government of Pakistan and our armed forces towards peace, he added. 
 
Marri also said that political consideration has remained one of the biggest hurdles in the development of the 
SAARC region which houses 22 percent of the world population. The situation calls for immediate steps by 
all the SAARC countries to boost intra-regional trade lest we miss the boat, he added. 
 
Chairman BMP, Mian Anjum Nisar and Panel's other officials Mian Zahid Hussain and Ahmad Jawad said 
that SAARC is the biggest trading block in the world with the lowest level of trade. The contribution of 
South Asia in the Global GDP is less than 2 percent and its share in exports in only 1.5 percent. 
 
The pace of growth in SAARC region has been slower at 5 pc as compared with the other blocs, he said, 
adding that for greater Asia we should enhance cooperation with China, Iran, Afghanistan, and Myanmar. 
 
They said that the cost of cross-border trading in SAARC remained highest in the world while visa 
difficulties have become a barrier keeping people poor therefore new trade rules should be framed, "however 
India once again announced not to attend the SAARC moot which will be held in Islamabad is unfortunate." 
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