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          24th November, 2018 

Cellphones smuggled after December 31 to be blocked, Fawad  
Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry Friday said that all cellphones smuggled into the country after 
December 31 will be blocked. He said this while addressing a press conference here after a meeting of the 
federal cabinet. He said used mobile phones worth around Rs 2.5 billion are illegally brought to Pakistan 
every year. 
 
The minister while stressing the need for manufacturing of mobile phones locally said that the government 
will provide all-out facilities to local manufacturers of cellphones. He added the government can also 
impose a ban on the import of used cellphones inside the country to support the local manufactures. 
 
He further said that the federal cabinet has formally approved opening of Kartarpur Corridor to facilitate 
Sikh community of India. 
 
Speaking about opening of Kartarpur border crossing between India and Pakistan, he said the decision was 
not made on political ground; rather, it was taken on humanitarian grounds. 
 
"Opening of Kartarpur border is a positive step by Pakistan," Chaudhry said. "If India takes one step, we 
take two in response," added the minister. 
 
He said Prime Minister Imran Khan will visit the Kartarpur border on November 28, adding that a ceremony 
would be held regarding opening of the border crossing between Pakistan and India. 
 
He said visa free entry will be provided to Sikh pilgrims from India and a mechanism in this regard is being 
finalised. 
 
The minister said it will be a mega event and visa relaxation will be offered to Indian journalists enabling 
them to attend the event. The federal cabinet also approved appointment of Arif Usmani as president of 
National Bank of Pakistan (NBP), the minister said. 
 
He said that the federal cabinet also approved to give additional charge of chairman Export Processing 
Zones Authority Pakistan to Abdul Jabar Shaheen. 
 
Commenting on regularisation of the Premier's Bani Gala residence, he said Khan began construction of his 
house in Bani Gala 30 years ago and back then it used to be a jungle and secluded place. Khan constructed 
the residence according to rules and regulations in place at that time, Chaudhry added. 
 
Talking about the terrorist attacks in Orakzai Agency and Karachi, he said that the Prime Minister had 
already pointed out that anti-Pakistan elements will try to sabotage the country's journey on economic 
development. He said that Chinese foreign minister has also talked with his Pakistani counterpart on the 
terrorist acts in Pakistan. He added that the Chinese government has assured full cooperation to Pakistan in 
fight against terrorism. 
 
He also suggested media houses to review their business models as per latest trend and not to rely on 
government ads for survival. 
 
Answering a question on the formulation of Public Accounts Committee (PAC), he once again said that the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf government will not make Pakistan Muslim League (PML-N) President Shehbaz 
Sharif the chairman of the PAC. 
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