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Committee to review environmental law awaiting nominations from 
KCCI 
KARACHI: An advisory committee on the review of the Sindh Environmental Protection 
Act 2014 will be notified as soon as the required nominations are received from the 
Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI). 
 
This was said by environment, climate change and coastal development secretary 
Mohammad Aslam Ghauri while speaking at the closing ceremony of a two-day 
symposium on integrated solid waste management. 
 
The event was jointly organised by the KCCI, Society of Economic Geologists and 
Mineral Technologists (SEGMITE) and Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa). 
 
“The department has sent a letter seeking nominations from KCCI for the advisory 
committee being set up for the consultation process to improve and make the 
environmental law more effective,” said Mr Ghauri. 
 
Challenges in law’s implementation 
 
Presenting an overview of the aims and objectives of the proposed committee, the 
environment secretary said that it had been six years since the enactment of the said 
law during which the regulator (Sepa) and the business community had identified 
certain challenges in its implementation. 
 

Industrialists say recycling sector should be regulated 
 
“The advisory committee will consider in detail all the points that have been 
problematic, explore possibilities for improvement and come up with mutually agreed 
solutions. However, while doing so, the basic spirit of environmental standards and 
requirements will not be compromised. In the meantime, every effort will be made to 
keep the wheel of business growth moving while ensuring full protection of the 
environment,” he added. 
 
He requested the representatives of the KCCI to nominate commercial as well as 
technical experts for the committee so that trade facilitation could be explored keeping 
in view the technical aspects of the said law. 
 
The secretary urged the business community to demonstrate responsibility and 
commitment towards environmental protection by wholeheartedly supporting the 
regulatory agency in the implementation of the law. 
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Earlier, KCCI president Shariq Vohra, in his address, lauded government interest in the 
problems being faced by the business community and said the advisory committee 
being set up for environmental law’s review reflected official commitment. 
 
“This suggests that efforts to pave the way for the implementation of environmental 
laws in Sindh will surely pay off,” he said. 
 
Recycling industry 
 
He was of the opinion that the government should regulate the recycling industry, 
which would help it increase its revenue through taxes. 
 
“The informal recycling industry needs to be registered so that they can minimise their 
costs and increase their income by working in an integrated manner, which will 
encourage others to invest more in the industry,” he said. 
 
Earlier in the symposium, 16 experts from various environmental and research 
institutes gave presentations on traditional and modern methods of solid waste 
management and recommended ways to convert solid waste and waste disposal into 
income generation opportunities. 
 
They also discussed important issues such as landfill site construction and management, 
eco-friendly management of electronic (computer and mobile phone) waste, and 
enhancing liaison between different agencies to address the issue. 


