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PBM all set to launch online application system for medical assistance 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (PBM) is all set to launch online application for medical 
assistance for speeding access of needy to the desired channels and streamline its services for 
those who have no other recourse to urgent expensive medical treatment. “We are committed 
to reach out to the most needy on merit, without having them to run from pillar to post, or to 
beg someone for a ‘special favour’,” Managing Director PBM Aon Abbas Buppi talking to media 
persons here on Sunday. 
 
He said the online application form has been designed to cut down on bureaucratic procedures 
and provide necessary funds in seven days, against the current process that may take time. 
President Arif Alvi launched the PBM’s smart phone app for the disabled last week aimed at 
providing customised wheel chairs on first come first served basis and making the process 
convenient. 
 
“We already have spent over Rs2 billion on providing medical care to 12,500 patients last 
year,” he said adding, as many as 198,635 deserving persons were provided medical 
assistance,40,000 educational assistance, 5,500 orphans provided basic amenities in Dar-ul-
Ehsaas Centres, 204,142 poor women imparted vocational training besides paying education 
stipends to 47,000 students during last year. Buppi said while laying out his vision for injecting 
a new vigour into the social welfare organisation which is currently running around seven 
major projects aimed at reaching out to the poorest of the poor segments. Of these projects the 
cochlear implants seems to be the latest passion of Aon Abbas Buppi. 
 
“Imagine a child hearing the voice of his mother, hearing the Azan, for the first time…, how will 
he feel,” Buppi said adding, PBM has recently started providing cochlear implants to speaking 
and hearing impaired deserving children. 
 
A cochlear implant, costs from Rs1.3 million to Rs1.8 million but PBM has inked agreements 
with four private hospitals to conduct cochlear implant operations at subsidized rate of Rs1 
million. “We had paucity of funds, we made an appeal and people in days donated Rs180 
million.” He mentioned that a couple who just walked into his office one day and handed him a 
cheque of a very handsome amount as part of their zakat. 
 
He said PBM has made the system transparent and any deserving person could apply online. So 
far, 534 families have applied for cochlear implants. 
 
Their operation would be in next six months. He said Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on 
Poverty Alleviation and Social Protection Dr Sania Nashtar has agreed to provide PBM Rs400 
million for the purpose. He expressed optimism that around 1,500 patients would be able to 
hear the first ever sound in their lives this year. “By the time the PTI concludes its term in 
2023, we plan to conduct 10,000 cochlear implants,” Aon Abbas Buppi said. 
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He said the Prime Minister had agreed to give the PBM handsome amount for hearing aids. 
Buppi, who brings with him a vast experience in management and an honorary degree from the 
University of Nottingham, England, hails from South Punjab and described his latest 
assignment a challenging, yet very satisfying. He said Prime Minister Imran Khan told him 
while handing over the assignment that taking care of orphans and needy was a very 
responsible task, and he must come up to the expectations of the destitute. 
 
 
He said the number of Dar-ul-Ehsaas Centres (orphanage houses) have already been enhanced 
to 55 from 36 by the PTI government. Buppi plans to have 80 Dar-ul-Ehsaas Centres (erstwhile 
Pakistan Sweet Home) in various areas of the country by June this year. 
 
“I sincerely believe that mother of an orphan child is the best of the service providers,” he said. 
He said PBM was running 160 Women Empowerment Centres (WECs). The women of poor 
families were being imparted vocational training in these centres. The WECs have recently 
been affiliated with the National Vocational and Training Commission (NAVTTC) with the 
mandate to conduct six month course and award certificates. 


