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                         24th January, 2020 
 MUSHTAQ GHUMMAN 
 
 
MoC decides to participate in Expo 2020 Abu Dhabi 
ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Commerce said on Thursday that Pakistan has decided to participate in 
Expo 2020 Abu Dhabi after insistence by the UAE government for which Pakistani government will 
extend $ 23 million, in addition of fund raising from other sources through diplomatic channels. 
 
This was disclosed by Additional Secretary Commerce, Dr Tariq Huda, at a meeting of Senate 
Committee on Commerce during discussion on " bi-annual review of the budgetary allocation and its 
utilization by the Ministry under sub-rule(4) of Rule 166 of the Rules of Procedure and conduct of 
business in the Senate 2012". 
 
Presided over by Senate Mirza Muhammad Afridi, the committee was informed that the original 
budget allocation of Commerce Division for the financial year 2019-20 was Rs 11.080 billion of which 
Rs 5 billion was earmarked for Strategic Trade Policy Framework (STPF), Rs 3.961 billion for main 
Secretariat/Trade Missions and attached departments and Rs 2.119 billion as Export Development 
Fund (EDF). From this total amount Rs 1.8535 billion has already been spent as of December 31, 2019. 
This amount is over and above Rs 35 billion allocated to Textile Division which is now merged with 
Commerce Division. 
 
Additional Secretary also informed the committee that the Commerce Division also got Rs 700 million 
supplementary grant from the Finance Division during 2018-19. During questioning, he disclosed that 
this amount was spent as the fee on booking of Pavilion in Expo 2020 Abu Dhabi. 
 
However, when the committee further probed, he disclosed that Government of Pakistan will give $ 23 
million for the Pavilion whereas additional resources will be generated through diplomatic channels. 
He disclosed that at one stage the government had decided not to participate in the Expo 2020 due to 
austerity policies in place but when the UAE government said that Pakistan is a big country and must 
participate in the fair the decision was reviewed. According to unconfirmed estimates of the 
Commerce Ministry total expenditure will be around $ 50 million. 
 
Additional Secretary said that Expos are not meant to enhance exports but they depict the country's 
potential adding that Pakistan's every aspect will be displayed in the very beautiful pavilion. 
 
During discussion, Additional Secretary informed the committee that last year Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR) did not release about Rs 9 billion to the Commerce Division collected as Export 
Development Surcharge (EDS) to show better performance of its customs collection wing in 2018-19. 
 
In reply to a question regarding allocation of Rs 5 billion under the head of STPF, he said Commerce 
Division had conducted a study this year which indicated that if Pakistan is to compete, it will have to 
support Pakistani exporters, adding that despite international economic slowdown, Pakistan's exports 
have posted over 3 percent growth. Pakistan's exports have improved due to three or four 
interventions by the Commerce Ministry, he further claimed. 
 
He said zero rating was being misused by those who were not exporters which is why it was 
discontinued. 
 
In reply to a question, Additional Secretary Commerce claimed that 50 percent of Pakistan's revenue 
comes from imports whereas 50 per cent is sourced to the performance of the domestic economy. He 
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maintained that 100 percent revenue should come from domestic economy and exports and imports 
should not be taxed. 
 
"This is the reason Commerce Ministry took tariff policy in its hands. We have informed the Prime 
Minister that with higher taxation on imports, the country will not be able to support its exports and 
local manufacturing," he said adding that we are hoping that within the next three to five years, all 
import related taxes will be done away with and only a few duties will remain. One of the committee 
members argued that with this mechanism, the economy will collapse. The Additional Secretary, 
however, did not agree saying that this will not happen. He said, in the new policy, value will be 
determined by Customs while tariff rate will be fixed by Commerce Ministry. 
 
He said that Commerce Ministry is working on "Make in Pakistan" strategy for different sectors which 
will be finalised soon. 
 
The committee also considered "Geological Indications (GI) (Regulation and Protection) Bill 2019, 
introduced by Senator Azam Khan Swati in the Senate sitting held on January 1, 2020 and referred to 
the Senate Standing Committee for consideration. Chairman Intellectual Property Organisation (IPO) 
gave a detailed presentation on the GI laws. 
 
Leader of the House in Senate, Senator Shibli Faraz (who pushed Commerce Ministry for years to 
finalise the GI law as early as possible so that Pakistani products are protected internationally) asked 
Chairman IPO for the reasons for the delay in finalization of the law, and was informed that 
procedural delays are the main factors behind the delay. 
 
On a question raised by Senator Nuzhat Sadiq, Chairman IPO stated that the current draft of the GI law 
is the same in essence which was drafted during the PML (N) government. He said the first draft of the 
law was prepared in 2005. 
 
The issues of Pakistani products especially Basmati rice which Indian companies are selling in the 
international market under a new name and packing will be discouraged after the approval of GI law. 
However, Pakistan has to formulate aggressive marketing strategy to bring it home to the European 
Union consumers that Basmati rice is also a Pakistani product. 
 
According to official statement Senate Standing Committee on Commerce and Textile Industry 
extensively discussed The Geographical Indications (Registration & Protection) Bill, 2019 introduced 
in the Senate by government. Chairman Committee Senator Mirza Muhammad Afridi observed that as 
early as March 2018 when this Committee was constituted the matter of having GI law in Pakistan was 
stressed upon time and again. Leader of the House in the Senate Senator Shibli Faraz remarked that 
this is one of those things that positively affect Pakistan and it is beyond comprehension as to why it 
took so long for Pakistan to come up with legislation on geographical instructions. Mujeeb Ahmed 
Khan, Chairman IPO Pakistan, briefed the Committee that the delays were mainly procedural and the 
work on the latest draft initiated in 2016 and was approved by Cabinet in August 2019 and 
subsequently laid in Senate this month. 
 
Geographical Indicators identify the products that have a specific geographical origin and possess 
qualities or reputation attributable to their place of origin and these are generally agricultural, 
traditional or manufactured products. These are essential to protect indigenous products and 
promote them worldwide as 'made in Pakistan' products as well as prevent Pakistani products from 
being usurped. The list of products identified in the law includes Khewra Salt, Basmati Rice, Kohat 
Shawl, Hunza Rubbi, Skardu Topaz, Multan Camel Skin Art, Patuki Floriculture, Mansehra Tea, Sahiwal 
Cattle, Truck Art, Wazirabad Cutlery Work, Sindhi Topi, Sialkot Sports Goods, Hala Coloured Pottery, 
Kashmir Pashmina, among many others prospective GIs. 


