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                                7th January, 2020 
 Oonib Azam 
 
 
Govt on the verge of killing us economically, say transporters 
Under the banner of the United Goods Transporters Alliance (UGTA), all the 18 goods 
transporters associations in Karachi have gone on strike for an indefinite period. 
 
Several trucks carrying edibles, essential commodities such as coal, rice, grains, medicines, 
fruits, meat and vegetables, and electronic items are now stuck at different ports. 
 
The UGTA is a platform where all the goods transporters associations raise their concerns 
together. According to a joint statement released to the media by the alliance on Monday, 
the goods transporters are going through “the worst crisis” in their history. 
 
They claimed that rather than making efforts to resolve their issues, the government has 
been creating more problems for them, and so it has become nearly impossible for them to 
continue their businesses. “The government is on the verge of economically killing all 
transporters.” 
 
The goods transporters demanded the implementation of the axle load regime in 
accordance with the National Highway Safety Ordinance (NHSO) 2000 and the Islamabad 
High Court order, and a ban on overloading right from the source such as the Port Qasim 
and industries. 
 
The axle load regime is the total load of a truck divided by the number of axles it has. There 
is an axle for every pair of tyre in the truck. After dividing the total load of the truck by the 
number of axles it has, you get the axle load, based on which the truck’s load is determined. 
 
Former UGTA president Khalid Khan told The News that the axle load regime of the NHSO 
2000 is only applicable on motorways. “Our vehicles ply on highways, so this regime can’t be 
implemented there.” 
 
Schedule six of the ordinance has a load table, according to which trucks with two axles can 
carry 17.5 tonnes of goods, those with three axles can carry 27.5 tonnes, four axles 39.5 
tonnes, five axles 48 tonnes and six axles 58.5 tonnes. 
 
According to Section 44 of the ordinance, if a vehicle violates schedule six, it has to be 
moved to the nearest goods storage facility and not be removed until the laden weight or 
axle weight has been reduced or the vehicle has otherwise been treated so that it complies 
with the aforesaid provisions. 
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Section 75 states that whoever drives a vehicle or causes or allows a vehicle to be driven on 
a national highway carrying in excess of 15 per cent of the permissible load for a goods 
vehicle as laid down in the sixth schedule, will be punished with imprisonment for a month 
or a fine between Rs1,000 and Rs5,000 or both. 
 
Khan said that sometimes goods vehicles are allowed to carry load in excess of 15 per cent 
of the permissible weight after paying a fine between Rs5,000 and Rs15,000. He demanded 
that all vehicles be allowed to carry 15 per cent excess weight on highways without a fine. 
 
However, an official of the National Highway Authority shared while talking to The News 
that the NHSO is applicable on motorways as well as on highways. 
 
The UGTA has asked the Ministry of Communications to implement their agreement 
regarding the relaxation of carrying goods for 10-wheelers. UGTA Chairman Ghulam Yaseen 
explained to The News that a 10-wheeler has two axles, and according to the axle load 
regime, it can carry only 17.5 tonnes. 
 
“We want this to be changed to 35 tonnes,” he said, adding that the industries in Karachi 
exist in small narrow streets where 40-wheelers cannot enter, so there should be an 
exception for 10-wheelers. 
 
The UGTA also demanded to make the procedure for goods transporters to get their driving 
licences easy and corruption-free. They stressed implementing the industrial status of goods 
transporters. 
 
They want the increase in the fees of route permit and token tax to be withdrawn. They also 
want the Karachi Port Trust to immediately allot a parking area for the city’s local goods 
transporters so that the trailers parked on the roadsides can stop obstructing the traffic 
flow. 
 
They demanded opening the road access for them for Mai Kolachi Road. They also 
demanded proper parking arrangements in the limits of the Port Qasim Authority for car 
carriers and truck trailers. 
 
There are some 300,000 goods transporters across the country. Of them, around 17,000 
drive daily from the city to upcountry, including 3,400 from the Karachi port, 2,800 from the 
Port Qasim, 3,500 from different truck stands, 2,650 from the SITE Association and 3,800 
from Landhi and Korangi. 
 
Meanwhile, a delegation of the UGTA met Sindh Governor Imran Ismail on Monday. Yaseen 
said the governor has assured the alliance that their concerns will be conveyed to Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. 
 
Ismail requested the goods transporters to defer their strike for 10 days, but Yaseen said 
that until all their demands are met or a notification in their favour is issued, they will 
remain on strike. 
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Centralised authority Sindh Transport Minister Syed Awais Qadir Shah has demanded that 
the federal government establish a centralised authority in the country to issue driving 
licences to drivers of goods carriers, adds our correspondent. 
 
In a statement issued on Monday, the minister said he supported the demands of the 
protesting goods transporters. He said the Centre should consider the demands of the 
transporters and resolve them immediately so they end their strike. 
 
He added that the federal government should honour the relevant orders of the judiciary 
and start negotiations with the protesting transporters to resolve their pressing issues. 
 
Shah said the process of issuing driving licences to goods transporters should be made easy, 
and corruption and other malpractices involved in the procedure should be done away with 
by the government at the earliest. 
 
He said industrialists across the country rely on goods transporters to run their businesses, 
adding that the PM should personally look into the problems of the transporters and get 
them resolved at the earliest so economic activities continue without any interruption. 
 
The provincial transport minister said that the premier is under an obligation to get all the 
problems of the goods transporters resolved on a priority basis. 
 
Tracker on motorcycles 
 
The Sindh cabinet will meet on Tuesday (today), with Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in 
chair, to consider a proposal to amend the motor vehicle law of the province to make it 
binding on motorcyclists across the province to install trackers on their two-wheelers to 
protect them against theft and snatchings. 
 
The transport & mass transit secretary will present this agenda item in the cabinet meeting. 
Another item on the agenda of the cabinet meeting is reviewing the official procedure for 
providing jobs to the children of deceased provincial government officials. 
 
The cabinet will also review the affairs related to fishing jetties and the permission to be 
granted to foreigners for hunting wild animals and birds across the province. The meeting 
will be held at the new Sindh Secretariat. 


