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                             5th February, 2020 
Ansar Abbasi 
 
 
Has the govt been dodged? 
ISLAMABAD: An unbelievable has happened in the government but the authorities 
concerned deny it. 
 
A summary moved by FBR, allegedly incorrectly acting as Revenue Division, has dodged 
the entire government including the federal cabinet to issue an SRO notifying rules of 
Adjudicating Authority under Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Act. 
 
A senior source in the FBR confided to The News that the Revenue Division has raised 
serious objections over this “illegality” as the entire process stands invalid. However, 
the matter has not yet been shared with either the prime minister or the federal cabinet. 
 
The sources said that now the concerned authorities are considering to consult the Law 
Ministry for legal advice on how to correct the illegality. 
 
However, the concerned officer in the FBR, who had issued the SRO in question under 
his own signatures, when contacted told The News that all members of the FBR 
including him are also ex-officio additional secretary. 
 
Therefore, he said, what the FBR had done was in line with law and rules. The officer 
said that the summaries, which were moved for the government/ cabinet approval in 
the relevant case were signed by the then FBR Chairman Jehanzeb Khan, who was also 
secretary Revenue Division. 
 
Under the rules of business, the FBR cannot directly approach the cabinet or any other 
ministry or division. Even if the then FBR chairman was also secretary Revenue 
Division, according to the sources, the case was required to be processed by the 
Revenue Division and not the FBR. 
 
The FBR comes under the Revenue Division, which being FBR’s administrative ministry 
has to initiate cases for government or cabinet approval. 
 
Of late it has been learnt by the Revenue Division that the FBR has been illegally acting 
as Revenue Division and had initiated the cases relating to Adjudicating Authority on 
Benami Transactions showing its member as “Additional Secretary” of the Revenue 
Division. The additional secretary of the Revenue Division, who has reportedly pointed 
out the violation, when contacted by this correspondent denied to be in the knowledge 
of any such development. 
 
The News has information from a credible source, who disclosed that the Revenue 
Division additional secretary has recently objected on the legality of the SRO for Benami 
Transaction besides questioning the validity of the appointment of chairman and 
members of Adjudicating Authority for Benami Transactions. 
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Sources said these cases before going to the federal cabinet for consideration and 
approval were routed through the Cabinet Division, also involved Establishment 
Division, Finance Ministry and even the Law Ministry but none could point out the 
alleged wrong. 
 
Consequently, the cabinet approved these cases following which not only the Benami 
Transactions (Prohibition) Rules have been notified by an FBR member but chairman 
and two members of the Adjudicating Authority have also been appointed. 
 
It all handled in a manner where the FBR, which itself is an attached department, has 
made rules for another attached department allegedly falsely showing in the summary 
as if it was moved by the Revenue Division. The notified Rules/ SRO have been signed 
by the same member of the FBR, who showed him as additional secretary of the 
Revenue Division. 
 
The Benami Transaction (Prohibition) Rules 2019, notified through SRO No 
326(I)/2019 on 11 March, 2019, were signed by the then member IR Policy/ additional 
secretary. Now the objection has been raised by no less than the Revenue Division itself 
that the FBR Member IR Policy was not additional secretary of the Revenue Division, 
which instead was not consulted at all. 
 
Under the same SRO a chairman and two members of the Adjudicating Authority have 
been appointed. The SRO’s section 6 explains the terms and conditions of the 
chairperson and members of the authority. 
 
The chairperson is entitled by the illegal SRO to a) pay, allowances and other benefits 
admissible to his appointment under rule 5 or the pay, allowances and other benefits 
admissible immediately before his retirement: and b) Monthly adjudicating authority 
allowance of Rs300,000. 
 
Each member is entitled for a) pay and allowance admissible prior to their appointment 
under rule 5 or the pay, allowances, and other benefits admissible immediately before 
retirement; and b) Monthly adjudicating authority allowance of Rs200,000. 
 
Under Rule 5, the Revenue Division secretary shall forward to the federal government a 
panel of suitable officer who are qualified as per criteria provided in the SRO. The 
federal government shall appoint from amongst the panel a chairperson and as many 
members as it may deem fit. 
 
On the basis of the “illegal SRO”, the FBR later referred the cases to the cabinet for the 
appointment of chairman and members of the authority. 


