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                             4th February, 2020 
 The Newspaper's Staff Correspondent 
 
 
Governor stunned by businessman’s outburst 
FAISALABAD: Punjab Governor Chaudhry Sarwar had to face embarrassment during a 
meeting at the Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry on Sunday when a 
factory owner asked him to tell them when they hand over keys of their units to the 
government. 
 
The governor visited the FCCI on Sunday to pacify the traders and industrialists who 
announced a wheel-jam strike on Feb 10 following the increasing rates of gas and 
electricity, imposition of the CNIC condition and restoration of zero-rated facility for the 
exporters. 
 
The factory owner came close to the governor and invited his attention citing that they 
had been finding it difficult to run their factories due to the high rates of utilities. 
 
The participants tried to pacify him saying the issues would be resolved. However, the 
disheartened factory owner kept asking the governor when they surrender keys of 
there factories to the government. 
 
The participants in the meeting clapped to support the stance of the factory owner who 
was calling a spade a spade. 
 
Addressing the gathering, the governor said Prime Minister Imran Khan had asked him 
to immediately visit Faisalabad and resolve the problems of the business community. He 
said he was well aware of the issues being faced by the business community. He said it 
was very encouraging that the businessmen were ready to pay taxes as the government 
could not run the country without taxes. 
 
“However in undocumented economy we have to evolve short, medium and long term 
strategies to expand the tax net and for this purpose we will have to work jointly,” he 
added. 
 
The governor said the government had made a commitment to clear refund claims of 
exporters within 72 hours. However, unfortunately the government could not fulfill the 
commitment. 
 
He said: “Cash flow is a major concern of any businessmen and if 17 per cent capital of a 
business is excluded from his circulation, he will be unable to run his business. “I had 
raised this issue in the Core Committee and the prime minister had issued a clear 
directive that there should be no delay in the payment of refund claims,” he claimed. 
 
Issuing a handout late on Sunday night, the FCCI said the business community of 
Faisalabad had deferred protest gathering on Feb 8 and wheel-jam strike call on Feb 10 
following the governor’s assurance. 
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It said a joint committee consisting of local parliamentarians and business leaders had 
been constituted to resolve the conflicting issues. 
 
Rana Sikandar Azam, president FCCI, said the government had imposed 17pc sales tax 
on zero-rated sectors. “The electricity tariff has been enhanced despite categorical 
commitment of 7.5 cent per unit and the situation has made for the business community 
impossible to continue their businesses.” 
 
He said more than 150 trade organisations had unanimously decided to launch protest 
and go on strike. He said he had detailed meetings with Adviser to PM on Commerce Mr. 
Razak Dawood and FBR Chairman Mr. Shabbar Zaidi but to no avail. “I also had a 
meeting with PM on Jan 20 and informed him of the gravity of the situation,” he said 
adding the premier’s advisers are not painting true picture of the situation. 
 
He said the business community had nothing to do with politics but being head of FCCI, 
“I can’t ignore the problems of his members.” 
 
During the meeting, MNA Khurram Shahzad, MPAs Latif Nazar, Shakil Shahid and 
representatives of other trade organisations were also present. 
 
KILLED: A private bank employee was killed when the pistol of a security guard went off 
accidentally on Susan Road on Monday. 
 
Bank employee Waseem, 18, was checking the pistol of the guard when it went off 
accidentally. 
 
Police said Waseem, a resident of Chak 208, was a sweeper at the bank and he breathed 
his last on the spot. 
 


