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              20th December, 2020 
 News Report 
 
 

Gas shortage hampers life across country 
KARACHI/ QUETTA/ PESHAWAR/ ISLAMABAD: Acute gas shortage is seriously 
impacting commercial activity and domestic life across Pakistan. Businesses dependent 
on gas supply are not functioning, gas stations are being closed down in Sindh and 
Balochistan and household appliances needing gas to function remain useless for hours 
in most localities in major cities and towns.Both Sindh and Balochistan have announced 
the closure of CNG stations. The Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) had said the supply 
will remain suspended for two days a week — on Mondays and Saturdays. 
 
"The decision was taken in light of the availability of gas," the SSGC had said Friday. 
 
The SSGC, moreover, said supply to industries will be slashed by 50%. 
 
The supply to the CNG stations in KP has also been suspended for four days while the 
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited says it won't be supplying gas to the Punjab CNG 
stations indefinitely for now. 
 
In Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar, Quetta and other small cities and towns of the country 
people are saying they don't have gas in their homes either. 
 
Low gas pressure at homes has left families freezing, hungry and worried. 
 
In Quetta, low gas pressure was reported in Raisani Town, Arif Road, Mir Ahmad Khan 
Road, Najamuddin Road, Kawari Road and adjoining areas. 
 
Punjab citizens are saying they have to buy expensive LPG gas because of this. Due to 
lack of gas, houses, flats, hospitals and mosques have become cold storages. 
 
Citizens are protesting the reduction in the gas pressure. They are saying they are 
forced to use compressors because of the low gas pressure. 
 
Officials of the SSGC, however, are saying Balochistan is getting all the gas it needs. 
 
SSGC General Manager Madni Siddiqui said Balochistan is getting 200mmcfd of gas 
according to its requirement. He said the low pressure is because of the use of 
compressors. 
 
The government has arranged 12 LNG cargoes for January 2021, a statement by the 
Petroleum Division spokesperson read. 
 
He said additional LNG has also been arranged in some cargoes. 
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For January 2021, 30% more and cheaper LNG is being sought as compared to the rates 
and quantity in January 2018, the spokesperson said, adding that the SSGC is facing low 
gas pressure in Karachi and Quetta. 
 
The supply to the CNG sector and Captive Power Plants has to be shut off under the load 
management plan approved by the Cabinet, he said. 
 
Last week, the SSGC had temporarily suspended gas supply across seven areas in 
Karachi on a Sunday. 
 
Earlier this month, it was reported that a major gas crisis is expected in Pakistan after 
no bids were received for the first time from LNG suppliers for the first half of January 
 
Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Petroleum Nadeem Babar, however, had said all 
is well and the government has a plan to avoid a gas crisis. 


