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             31st October, 2019 

 RECORDER REPORT 
 
 
Moratorium on new CNG connections lifted 
ISLAMABAD: The federal government lifted moratorium on new CNG connections on 
Wednesday. 
 
A letter of Petroleum Division to managing director Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited 
(SNGPL) and Chairperson Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) said that the CNG 
consumers may also apply for new connections on RLNG supply. 
 
The federal cabinet had decided on April 12, 2017 for relaxation of moratorium on new gas 
connection through RLNG for industrial, commercial and captive consumers etc. Keeping 
above in view, it is clarified that the CNG consumers may also apply for new connections on 
RLNG supply. 
 
Central Chairman of All Pakistan CNG Association Ghiyas Abdullah Paracha welcomed the 
decision of lifting ban on new gas connections to CNG stations. He said, “We welcome this 
decision as it will give new life to the CNG sector.” 
 
According to a press release, he said that hundreds of completed CNG stations have been 
waiting for the gas connection for years, which will start operations now through RLNG gas 
connections. 
 
Promotion of CNG fuel will lead towards saving of around one billion dollars annually on 
petroleum import bill and will help control air pollution in big cities. He said that this is 
another step towards Permissions on New CNG Stations Licenses in the country. 
 
“We expect that Oil & Gas Regulatory Authority will soon start working on grant of new 
CNG station licenses on RLNG,” he said. 
 
At present, there are 186 CNG stations operational out of 1,186 stations in Punjab and the 
government already allowed CNG sector to import RLNG privately to keep the prices of the 
gas cheaper than the fuel. 
 
On April 12, 2017, after six years, the federal cabinet had approved lifting of a moratorium 
on new gas connections for both private and commercial consumers. 
 
The ban had been imposed in 2011 by the last Pakistan Peoples Party government in view of 
a serious gas crisis. Chaired by then Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, a meeting of the cabinet 
had approved lifting of the ban based on the recommendations of the Cabinet Committee on 
Energy. 
 
A parliamentary panel meeting on November 19, 2018 was informed that there were about 
4,215 industrial and 22,605 commercial consumers. 
 


