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Talks between govt, traders end in stalemate 
ISLAMABAD: The dialogue between traders and the federal government on Tuesday ended inconclusively, 
leading the traders to continue the countrywide shutter-down strike for the second consecutive day today 
(Wednesday). The traders’ representatives held a five-hour long meeting with Adviser to the Prime Minister 
on Finance Abdul Hafeez Shaikh and Chairman FBR Shahbar Zaidi of the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) 
to discuss the demands put forward by the business community. 
 
Talking to Business Recorder, President All Pakistan Traders Association (APTA) Ajmal Baloch said the 
dialogue with the government ended without any result. However, he said that the talks will also continue 
for the second day today (Wednesday). 
 
He said the traders and business community will continue the shutter-strike today (Wednesday) across the 
country, adding that the strike could also be extended if their demands were not fulfilled. 
 
Talking to reporters, Hafeez Shaikh said traders need to be brought into the tax net. He said that there are 
around 3.5 million traders in the country and only 0.39 million of them are paying tax. 
 
When traders’ representatives Khawaja Shafique, Ajmal Baloch and Naeem Mir were making an 
announcement about deadlock in talks with the government in front of Pak Secretariat, PTI leader Jahangir 
Khan Tareen also reached there. The traders shared their complaints with Tareen, saying that FBR is not 
ready to address their problems. Tareen assured the traders that talks would continue today (Wednesday) to 
listen to their genuine demands. 
 
Responding to media persons’ question regarding possibility of any breakthrough, Tareen replied that talks 
would be finalized with traders first then he would inform the media about its outcome. 
 
The FBR officials informed the media persons that traders are not ready to accept CNIC condition which 
aims at moving towards documentation of economy. On the fixed tax regime, the limit of turnover became a 
controversial issue as FBR could not accept traders’ demand. 
 
On Tuesday, the traders/business community of twin cities – Rawalpindi and Islamabad – observed a 
complete shutter-down strike against the government’s decisions regarding registration of traders with the 
sales tax department, fixed income tax scheme and condition of computerized national identity cards (CNIC) 
number of unregistered buyers. 
 
Traders have announced countrywide shutter-down strike on October 29-30. A two-day strike, announced 
by the business community on the call given by All Pakistan Traders Association (APTA), started on 
Tuesday with overwhelming response from small traders as major markets of the twin cities remained closed 
in protest against the government’s taxation policies. 
 
A complete shutter-down strike was observed in all major markets and shopping centers including 
Commercial Market, Raja Bazaar, Saddar, Murree Road, Pirwadhai and other markets of the city which 
were presenting a deserted look, as people were seen playing cricket on the streets that usually remain full of 
customers. 
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The major medicines market in Rawalpindi, which supply medicines to Potohar region, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir, also responded to the call and remained 
closed due to which supply to these regions was badly affected. 
 
Pharmacies and restaurants which are part of the major markets were also seen closed while a few 
pharmacies within major hospitals remained open. 
 
Addressing a joint press conference at a local hotel, Rawalpindi Traders Association’s representatives 
Shahid Ghafoor Paracha and Sharjeel Mir and Cantonment Traders Association’s representatives Sheikh 
Hafeez and Arshad Awan, said that they would keep all markets and bazaars closed in response to the call of 
their central association for second consecutive day too on Wednesday (today). 
 
They alleged that the government and FBR are targeting the business community and harassing taxpayers 
instead of expanding the tax net. 
 
They said that traders play a major role in the economy of any country and all governments give incentives 
as well as provide them environment conducive for doing business. 
 
However, they claimed that the present government is creating difficulties for the business community, 
adding that the FBR should review its policies otherwise the strike could go beyond two days. 
 
The traders’ representatives urged Prime Minister Imran Khan to play his role to resolve their problems. 
 
In the federal capital, all major wholesale and retail markets and shopping centers remained closed. Karachi 
Company, Aabpara Market, Super Market, Jinnah Supper Market, Blue Area, Centaurs Mall, F-10, F-11, I-
11, I-10, G-10, etc, witnessed shutter-down strike. However, pharmacies, restaurants and tandoors (ovens) 
remained open in the federal capital. 
 
Speaking at a news conference at Aabpara Market on Tuesday, All-Pakistan Anjuman-e-Tajiran (APAT) 
and the Pakistan Traders Alliance (PTA), President Ajmal Baloch announced that the strict conditions of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) have badly affected the trading activities, against which the business 
community is protesting strongly. 
 
“We will continue shutter-down strike until Ministry of Finance and FBR meet our charters of demand 
already submitted to the federal government,” he said. 
 
The shutter-down strike remained successful in the capital without support of Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries which chose to keep itself away from the strike. 
 
Sarfraz Mughal, vice-chairman of Islamabad United Group at Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ICCI), said in a statement that the economy would face a big loss because of the shutter-down 
strike. “It is impossible to accept all the conditions of FBR because of economic crisis in the country. The 
government should address the issues through negotiations with the traders,” he said. 
 
Talking to Business Recorder, Khalid Chaudhry, an office-bearer of the ICCI, said that they are in favor of 
resolution of tax issues of small traders but they are not supporting the strike. “We have 5,000 members of 
chambers and all of them are taxpayers out of 31,000 unregistered businesses in the city,” he said. 


