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              30th October, 2019 

 MUSHTAQ GHUMMAN 
 
 
Export boost tied to increase in surplus 
ISLAMABAD: Commerce Secretary Sardar Ahmed Nawaz Sukhera Tuesday asserted that the 
country’s exports cannot grow as per expectations until increase in export surplus is available. 
 
He was briefing the National Assembly Standing Committee on Commerce and Textile headed 
Naveed Qamar. 
 
“I think when Commerce Ministry is asked for exports (and rightly so), we should go two steps back. 
Commerce can do only two things, ie, market access and market reforms. If export surplus will 
increase, then it could be exported, and if export surplus will not increase, which the world needs, 
then whatever efforts Commerce Division makes, exports will not increase. Commerce is doing 
whatever it can as per its capacity,” he added. 
 
Sukhera who came straight from the federal cabinet meeting expressed his happiness at the 
resolution of decades’ old trade dispute with Russia, and informed the committee that Free Trade 
Agreement-II with China will be operational from December 1, 2019 which will be helpful for the 
country’s exports. 
 
He said 90 percent of all imports into China are duty-free but Pakistan has to be at par with Asean 
with respect to quality and standard of goods to compete in the Chinese market, adding that if 
Pakistan’s quality and price will be better or at least equal to Asean countries then its products would 
be competitive. 
 
Chairman Standing Committee informed the officials of Commerce Division that Speaker National 
Assembly has written a letter to the committee, seeking performance of Trade Officers and selection 
process. 
 
Dr Adnan, Director General to Commerce Advisor gave a detailed presentation on Trade Officers’ 
selection, relocation and other associated aspects. He explained about structural changes required to 
ensure effective role of the Pakistan Embassies abroad to promote Trade, Economic and Investment 
Partnership between Pakistan and other countries where Pakistan has embassies/missions abroad. 
 
He said, trade sections are divided into three categories and Key Performance Indicators (KPI) has 
been approved by the Prime Minister for each. Commerce Division is in the process of improving 
these KPIs. These will be country specific and target based. He said, query management system is 
being developed and IT-based integrated reporting and monitoring mechanism is being devised. 
 
Secretary Commerce said that he would recommend to the Prime Minister that test for Trade 
Officers should be across the board and whoever qualifies and fulfills merit, should be appointed 
Trade Office in Pakistan Mission abroad aimed at ending dispute between different service groups. 
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According to Secretary Commerce, the two expatriate Trade Officers selected under the 20 per cent 
quota as per approved policy have issues, explaining that a woman who was selected for Canada 
perhaps does not have the nationality whereas the Economic Minister for Brussels has an arrears 
issue with his previous employer. 
 
Replying to a question raised by Raza Nasrullah regarding massive duty on import of cotton on 
Central Asian States, Secretary Commerce said that Commerce Ministry already has a difference of 
opinion on duty/tariff issues with other public stakeholders. 
 
“Our viewpoint is that Pakistan’s exports will remain uncompetitive until duties on raw materials or 
individual goods are reduced. Prime Minister has directed to finalise National Tariff Policy (NTP) 
within one week. The Commerce Division has already held a couple of meetings with stakeholders 
which remained inconclusive,” he said adding that the issue will not be resolved until tariff policy 
will be revenue driven. 
 
Pakistan will export non traditional items to Africa and export 5000 Messy Ferguson tractors to 
Angola. 
 
Additional Secretary Commerce Javed Akbar Bhatti briefed the committee that two successful 
reviews of GSP plus schemes have been completed and the next review was scheduled early 2020. 
Pakistan has submitted its performance report in May 2019, which is being distributed amongst the 
Commissioners. 
 
Zero duty access in 91 percent of the EU market for Pakistani exporters due to GSP plus accounts for 
Pakistan’s exports to the EU having increased from Euro 6.87 billion in 2013 to Euro 9.22 billion 
 
Chairman Standing Committee Naveed Qamar said that European Union (EU) has reservations on 
the situation of Trade Unions and Human Rights. 
 
Additional Secretary Commerce said that Pakistan has to show performance on 27 Conventions, 
adding that nothing special happened in labour departments which could be worrisome for the 
country. He maintained that the federal government would submit the report after taking provincial 
governments into confidence. 
 
The Committee deferred approval of three bills due to absence of Syed Fakhar Imam, the mover. 
 
Chairman Standing Committee took serious note of not bring Asif Ali Zardari to the standing 
committee meeting despite the fact his production orders have been issued by him. 
 
Naveed Qamar said standing committee’s meeting is not called due to production order of Asif Ali 
Zardari. He sought the support of committee members with respect to production orders of Asif Ali 
Zardari. 
 
He directed Secretary Committee to move privilege motion on his behalf as his directives are not 
being implemented by NAB and other concerned authorities. 
 
The meeting was attended by MNAs Syed Javed Ali Shah Jilani, Wajiha Akram, Ali khan Jadoon, 
Yaqoob Sheikh, Raza Nasrullah, Khurram Shehzad, Sajida Begum, Mrs. Farrukh Khan Rasheed 
Ahmed Khan and Usman Ibrahim, The meeting was also attended by Secretary Commerce and 
senior officers of the commerce ministry. 


