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           01st May, 2019 

 
 
POL prices less in Pakistan compared to oil importing nations: minister 
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources Omar Ayub informed the National 
Assembly Tuesday that his government has not passed on over Rs 150 billion to consumers under the 
head of petroleum prices to provide relief to masses. 
 
In a policy statement on the floor of the House, Omar said petroleum prices are lower in Pakistan as 
compared to the oil importing nations in the region, which include China, India and others. 
 
Petrol prices in Pakistan are Rs 98.90 per liter, while its rate in China is Rs 144.50 per liter, India, Rs 
143.28 per liter, South Africa, Rs 151.54 per liter, and Turkey, Rs 180.46 per liter, he said, adding 
the federal cabinet deliberated upon recommendations of Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority 
regarding petroleum prices for the month of May. 
 
"The cabinet has referred the matter to the Economic Coordination Committee for further review and 
final decision to determine petroleum prices," he said. 
 
Earlier, the House witnessed a heated debate on "The Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) Bill 
2019" which was passed by the Senate on Monday last. The minister of state for parliamentary 
affairs opposed the bill, saying that it should be sent to Council of Islamic Ideology to ascertain if its 
clauses are not against the teachings of Islam. Minister for Religious Affairs Pir Noor-ul-Haq Qadri 
also opposed the bill. 
 
Minister for Human Rights Dr Shireen Mazari, however, supported the bill, saying that Pakistan is 
signatory of international convention on children rights and the bill should be referred to the relevant 
committee for further deliberations. She said that Senate has already passed the bill, and the National 
Assembly should also pass this bill as this is the matter of human rights. 
 
Members from Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal also opposed the bill, saying that it is against the teachings 
of Islam. They urged the government to drop the bill. 
 
Deputy Speaker Qasim Khan Suri later put the bill before the House for vote to determine whether it 
should be rejected or sent to the relevant committee. Majority of the members voted in favour of the 
bill, and this was sent to the committee. 
 
The bill was moved by PTI legislator Ramesh Kumar Vankwani, which sets the minimum age for 
marriage at 18. 
 
Eight other bills were also introduced in the House including, "The Control of Narcotics Substances 
(Amendment) Bill 2019", "The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2019" (Articles 1, 5, 59, 106, 175 A 
and 2018), which is aimed at creation of Hazara province in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa administrative 
basis, "The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2019 (Articles 1, 5, 59, 106, 154, 175 A, 198 and 2018)" 
aimed at creating Hazara, South Punjab, Bahawalpur provinces, and "The Constitution (Amendment) 
Bill, 2019 (Article 51, 76 and 106)." 
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Other bills include "The Disabled Persons (Employment and Rehabilitation) (Amendment) Bill, 
2019," "The Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues (Amendment) Bill, 2019," "The 
Islamabad Capital Territory Prohibition of Corporal Punishment Bill, 2019," and "The Pakistan 
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019." 
 
The National Assembly also passed two resolutions moved by Riaz Fatyana unanimously. The first 
resolution urged the federal government to restore the regulatory customs duty on cotton import 
without any delay to prevent massive import and dumping of the cotton and set minimum support 
price for the crop to protect farmers and encourage cotton cultivation in the country. 
 
On the eve of World Labour Day, the House, through the second resolution, recognised rights of 
every formal and informal worker in Pakistan. The House committed to investing time and effort to 
reduce economic gap in development-oriented poverty reduction focus and gender equitable 
mechanism. It will put all efforts to ensure that all UN conventions on labour rights ratified by 
Pakistan time to time are fulfilled. 
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