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           29th March, 2019 

FBR halts raids on business premises 
ISLAMABAD: The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) says it is suspending raids on the premises of 
businesses and industry as part of its tax recovery and documentation drive, though the suspension is only 
for 15 days. Also the crackdown will continue against non-filers of tax returns. 
 
The move came after trade bodies gave assurances that they would play their due role in recovery of taxes 
from the business community. 
 
The suspension was announced by Dr Hamid Ateeq Sarwar, Member Inland Revenue — Policy, and Ms 
Seema Shakil Member FBR during a media briefing on Thursday. 
 
Non-filers will continue to face taxmen 
 
“The raids have been suspended as a goodwill gesture on the request of the business community,” Dr Sarwar 
said, adding “but the raids have only been suspended for the filers among the business community and 
documentation drive against ‘non-filers’ would continue without any break.” 
 
The issue was raised by the members of business community during the visit of Prime Minister Imran Khan 
to the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) in Karachi. 
 
The FBR officials also said that former president Asif Ali Zardari has been issued a notice in a vehicle case, 
and Ms Seema Shakil confirmed that the notice has been served and relevant FBR office in Karachi was 
dealing with the case. She said that Mr Zardari can respond to the notice through his legal counsel. 
 
Media was also informed that the FBR will receive details of Benami accounts from the State Bank of 
Pakistan which fell in the category of Suspicious Transaction Reports where the transaction amount is over 
Rs10 million. 
 
Regarding raids to recover non-paid taxes, she said that the FBR has streamlined a procedure and field 
formations will share reasons with the head office before conducting the raid. 
 
She said that the field formations have taken 424 enforcement actions and raised tax demand of Rs8.2 billion 
and recovered an amount of Rs3.8bn during the last three months. 
 
Out of the recovered amount of Rs3.8bn, major cases belonged to Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad. 
 
The largest recovery of Rs450m has been made from Karachi followed by Islamabad with Rs300m and 
around Rs250m from Lahore. 
 
She also said that the amount has not been recovered from attachment of bank accounts of taxpayers. 
 
It has been recovered in cases where legal forums have given decisions in favour of FBR or taxpayers have 
not contested orders through appeals. 
 
Dr Sarwar added that the FBR would take measures in next budget to expand the tax base and bring 5 
million new persons into the tax net. 
 
About sales tax refund bonds, he said that 78 claimants applied for bonds involving Rs15bn which will be 
paid next month. 
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