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               1st March, 2019 

 
 
 
Industries must have effluent treatment plants as directed by judicial commission: 
minister 
HYDERABAD: Sindh Minister for Climate Change and Environment Mohammad Taimur Talpur has 
observed that many industrial units have failed to set up their treatment plants within the deadline set by the 
Supreme Court-appointed judicial commission on water and sanitation in Sindh. 
 
Speaking at a press conference after chairing a meeting of officers in Shahbaz Hall here on Thursday, he 
reminded the industrialists that complying with the commission’s relevant directives was mandatory upon 
them. He said that the Hyderabad SITE Association representatives wanted a lenient attitude towards them 
as opposed to what had been adopted by the judicial commission. 
 
He said he would certainly not come down hard on them being an elected representative but he would like 
the industrialists to ensure compliance of the commission’s orders. He said he had issued directives for 
collecting samples from treated and untreated waste water, including from Combined Effluent Treatment 
Plant (CETP). He said he would be visiting other districts to see how solid waste was being managed. 
 
He stated that he would not pass any directives for no reason, but if industries did not comply with the 
deadline, he would certainly pass directives. 
 
He said Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) leader Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari had chosen the entire cabinet 
comprising young people. The PPP chairman had made it clear to new ministers that he did not expect 
anyone of them would be indulging in corruption and if anyone had such plans, he should voluntarily quit. 
 
He said that ministers had been asked to introduce reforms in their departments and bring about qualitative 
changes. The minister sought cooperation of all stakeholders for efficient service delivery. He asked the 
divisional commissioner to constitute a committee for collecting samples of water and submit report in 15 
days to him. He expressed concern over typhoid issue involving drinking water. 
 
He said he had asked the director general of the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) to 
personally monitor all environment-related issues. The judicial commission had taken a number of measures 
for supply of clean drinking water and one of the steps was about the deadline for industrial units. He said he 
would not succumb to any influence or pressure because he was not chosen in cabinet on the basis of any 
influence. 
 
He said there were 311 industrial units in Hyderabad SITE, 103 in Kotri and 75 in Nooriabad and most of 
them did not have their own treatment plants. He said canals like Phuleli were being polluted. He said 
hospital waste was being dumped instead of being disposed of through incinerators. 
 
Some incinerators were working under public-private partnership, he said, adding that he wanted all 
incinerators functional. He gave seven days’ time in this regard. 
 
He informed that kilns that were illegally established would face closure for which directive had been 
issued. He said that a “zigzag technology” was being adopted in Punjab at kilns. He disclosed that a 
programme would be organised in which a team from Punjab would impart training about that technology. 
He said the technology controlled environmental pollution by 80 per cent. He observed that such technology 
conversion was necessary at Sindh’s kilns as well. 
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He said that usually ministers did not follow up their directives which remained in pipeline. He said that if 
officers did not work, they would face action and if he himself was unable to proceed, he would quit. He 
said that Sepa was not fully made functional at the district level and by 2020 it would start working in all 
districts for which merit-based staff was being appointed. 
 
Earlier, chairing a meeting on implementation of environmental laws, he asked Sepa to ensure 100pc 
implementation of relevant laws. He said that if factories did not set up treatment plants under some time 
frame, they would face closure. 
 
 
The Newspaper's Staff Correspondent 


