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           25th June, 2019 

 
 
The coming apocalypse 
Imagine a situation where just over 30 years from now, Pakistan’s population as a country has grown 
to 403 million. How are we to sustain these vast numbers? How are we to feed them, provide them 
with water and the other basic needs of life? These are questions Pakistan and its policy planners 
should be pondering very seriously. According to a new UN report released last week, Pakistan is 
one of the nine countries in the world which will house more than half the world’s population by 
2050. These countries include impoverished India and Nigeria as well as the US. The pattern is 
already in place with the populations of both Pakistan and Nigeria having doubled in size between 
1990 and 2019. 
 
Pakistan is today the fifth most populous country in the world, having moved up from eighth place, 
and Nigeria from 10th to seventh place. The report points to nations which have succeeded in 
curbing destructive population growth. China is among the best examples, with an expected 
population drop of 2.2 percent by 2050. On the whole, there will be countries, most of them in 
Europe, where deaths will outpace new births. Overall, the global fertility rate is expected to fall to 
2.2 in 2050. A minimum of 2.1 births per woman is needed to ensure generations are replaced and to 
avoid long-term decline in population. 
 
The discrepancy between global figures and our own highlights the problems of a world in which 
there is uneven distribution of wealth and of control over resources, control over reproduction and, 
consequently, control over life. Pakistan, with a fertility rate of 3.48, is currently one of the nations in 
the world registering the most rapid growth in population size. This is obviously not good news. 
Neither is the disproportionate scattering of population in the years ahead. The UN report sends out 
an important warning. The world needs to act collectively to avoid the pitfalls of uneven population 
growth. Mechanisms to ensure this need to be found and those of us who live in parts of the world 
where the population continues to multiply without check must consider what this means for our 
society, environment and our territory as a whole. 
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