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            5th July, 2019 

 
Search, seizure rules unveiled: SECP”s IOs can enter any premises by force 
The Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) has empowered its investigation 
officials to make forcible entry for carrying out search of any building, place, vessel and vehicle for 
collecting evidence in crimes committed under the SECP laws or any administered legislation. The 
SECP has issued Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (Search and Seizure) Rules, 2019 
here on Thursday. 
 
Under the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan Act, 1997, the investigating officer of 
the commission may enter any place or building by force. The investigating officer carrying out an 
investigation or inspection may enter any place or building to inspect and make copies of or take 
extracts from any book, minute book, register or document and where he has reason to believe that 
an offence has been committed under this Act. 
 
The procedure of search and seizure revealed that the investigating officer shall prepare an inventory 
of all the documents, electronic evidence, electronic devices, objects, articles, material or things 
seized in the course of search and clearly note the places in which they are found. 
 
After obtaining approval from the Commission, the investigating officer, prior to carrying out search 
of any building, place, vessel and vehicle and other enclosed places, shall take assistance from the 
local police for affecting search. 
 
Where the investigating officer has apprehension that any person or occupants of any building, place, 
vessel and vehicle to be searched may create hindrance, resist search or such document or thing is 
not known to be in the possession of any person or where general search is required for the purposes 
of any proceedings, under these rules or any person will not produce any document or thing as 
required by the investigating officer in any proceedings or investigation under these rules, a search-
warrants from the concerned magistrate may be obtained. 
 
Provided that the investigating officer after obtaining warrant conduct search of such person and 
enter any building, place, vessel or vehicle and seize any property, material, document, electronic 
evidence, electronic device or thing required or associated with the commission of any offence under 
the Act or administered legislation, the SECP added. 
 
The investigating officer, during the course of investigation, may use any reasonable measures to 
access an electronic device; secure the scene and not let anyone touch except authorised personnel to 
handle all electronic devices containing electronic evidences. In case of a computer, make 
photograph of computer front and back as well as cords and connected devices, as found and also 
make photograph the surrounding area prior to moving any evidence. If the electronic device is in 
switched on position and something is displayed on the screen, he will take photograph of the screen, 
note the date and time on the screen and description of all the open files on the electronic device. 
 
In case it is necessary for the purpose of investigation, he will operate any electronic device, at the 
place which is being searched, himself or seek assistance of a computer specialist or direct any 
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person familiar with operating the electronic device, accompanying investigating officer and require 
any person to facilitate and provide access to the information held in any such electronic device. 
 
The SECP said that the investigating officer may break open any inner or other door or window of 
any building, place, vessel or vehicle etc. and enter the same in order to seize any movable property 
if the investigating officer has reasonable grounds to believe that such building contains movable 
property liable to seizure and the investigating officer has notified his authority and purpose. 
 
Any person who has got out of or is about to get into or is in any house, building, office, place, 
vessel or vehicle, etc, authorised to be searched if the investigating officer has reason to suspect that 
such person has secreted about his person any such books of account or other documents, may be 
searched and if such person is a female, the search shall be made by another female officer so 
authorized with strict regard to decency, the SECP said. 
 
The investigating officer may, subject to approval of the Commission, submit any documents seized 
or any electronic evidence collected under these rules to such forensic expert of any federal or 
provincial investigation agency, bureau or authority as deemed appropriate by the investigating 
officer for examination or analysis and report during the course of investigation. 
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