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Strategy in the works to achieve cotton output target 
ISLAMABAD: The government is formulating a strategy to achieve the target of 15 million cotton bales by 
the end of 2019, with special focus on increasing the area under cultivation and decreasing inputs cost. 
 
In this regard, the government strategy will focus on zero GST on pesticides, subsidy on fertilizers and 
reduced rates of electricity, Minister for National Food Security and Research Sahibzada Muhammad 
Mehboob Sultan said on Monday. 
 
Addressing a seminar, titled ‘Grow cotton, save economy and earn foreign exchange’, the minister shared 
salient features of the government’s upcoming strategy for the commodity. 
 
The new strategy, to be announced in coming days, will also ensure availability of a considerable amount for 
loans to small farmers. 
 
The minister said the government was well aware of the issues faced by farmers and is striving to come up 
with viable solutions. 
 
“We are confident that in 2020 farmers will give us good returns on cotton,” he said. 
 
The government is considering an increase in funds for agricultural research from current 0.2 per cent to 
1pc. The government will ensure low inputs cost and best quality for cotton farmers. The provincial 
governments will be asked to put their share in the cotton industry boom. 
 
The government also aims to restart the Pak-Arab fertiliser plant which is closed for the past two years due 
to shortage of gas. 
 
The minister said federal and provincial research centres have been able to develop disease and pest resistant 
cotton varieties, as well as methods where water could be saved. 
 
The upcoming cotton strategy will focus on water conservation, training cotton farmers in modern farming 
techniques, and aims to do away with complicated laws and upgrade them to improve cotton mechanisation 
and provision of best seeds. 
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