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‘Industries can reduce pollutants with in-house treatment techniques’ 
KARACHI: Faced with a water crisis and increasing environmental degradation, Pakistan needs immediate 
steps to strictly implement environmental laws and ensure that industries put in place technologies that could 
help reduce the level of pollutants in effluent. This initiative would also help improve the country’s exports. 
 
These points were raised during a two-day training workshop organised by the Sindh Environmental 
Protection Agency (Sepa) which concluded on Thursday. 
 
Titled ‘Environmental Monitoring and Smart Environmental Management Practices (SEMPs)’, the 
workshop was organised in collaboration with the World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan (WWF-P) and 
conducted in Karachi and Hyderabad. 
 
Both parties have recently signed a memorandum of understanding under which Sepa staff would receive 
technical assistance from the WWF-P on environmental assessment. 
 
The workshop aimed at helping Sepa staff review their existing procedures and practices pertaining to 
environmental monitoring and sampling methodologies. 
 
The event started off with a briefing by Komal Naeem, representing the WWF-P, on the European Union-
funded project titled ‘International Labour and Environmental Standards (ILES) — Application in 
Pakistan’s Small and Medium Enterprises’, being implemented jointly with the International Labour 
Organisation in Lahore, Karachi, Sialkot and Faisalabad. 
 
The aim is to implement international labour and environmental standards in Pakistan. She said the six-year 
project involves building capacity of the textile and leather sector to adopt smart environmental management 
practices to efficiently use water and energy resources and reduce the use of hazardous chemicals by 15 to 
20 per cent. 
 
Arjmand Qayyum Amjad, coordinator at ILES, WWF-P, shared a detailed overview on environment and 
climate change in the context of multilateral environmental agreements signed and ratified by Pakistan. 
 
He was of the view that industries could reduce the level of pollutants (biochemical oxygen demand and 
chemical oxygen demand) by 80 to 90pc through proper in-house treatment techniques. 
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