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          8th April, 2019 

 
 
 
Illegal price hike of medicines: Minister warns of crackdown against companies 
Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination Aamer Mehmood Kiani on 
Sunday warned of crackdown against pharmaceutical companies for illegal price hike of medicines. 
Speaking at a news conference, the minister said that that drugs price was increased from 15 to 19 
percent because of the rise in value of the dollar against Pakistani rupee. 
 
He said the purchase of raw material of medicines from other countries was another reason in 
increase of official price as 80 percent of raw material was purchased from abroad in dollars. The 
minister further warned some 'dishonest elements' in the pharmaceutical industry against increase of 
prices of the drugs over and above the approved maximum retail prices by the federal government. 
He said the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) has suspended production of 143 
medicines of 31 manufacturers due to overpricing in the market. 
 
He said that the federal government has taken strict action against pharmaceutical companies for 
unauthorized increase in the prices of some medicines, adding that during the ongoing crackdown, 
stocks of 226 medicines of 59 companies have been seize. 
 
He said the federal government has approved maximum retail price of 889 medicines with increase 
up to 9 percent and warned against any increase over and above the approved maximum retail price. 
Kiani said it was necessary to increase prices of some medicines to ensure availability of life saving 
drugs in the country and to avoid any gap in demand and supply. He said the notification of increase 
in prices was issued as per approved policy of the previous government, adding that the drug policy 
was approved by the previous government on the directive of Supreme Court. 
 
He also held the PML-N government responsible for the increase in the prices of medicines, saying 
that the cabinet of former Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi had approved the drug policy under 
which the prices got increased. The minister said that drug industry is worth of $ 1.3 trillion and 
providing employment to millions of people. He also stated that over two million health cards have 
been distributed among people enabling them to visit hospitals of their choice. He termed the health 
card scheme as a revolution and stated that free health treatment for the poor is priority of 
government. 
 
He said it is responsibility of the sate to provide facilities to the people, adding that the government 
would issue 59 percent health cards to the people by the end of this year. 
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