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           5th April, 2019 

 
 
FBR draws 14,154 cases for audit 
ISLAMABAD: At a time when the government is busy in preparing a tax amnesty scheme, the 
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has picked as many as 14,154 cases of income tax, sales tax and 
federal excise duty (FED) for audit through an electronic balloting. 
 
Last year, the cases selected of audit stood at 44,868 cases, but this year the selection of cases was 
lowered by one third in a bid to focus on their quality instead. 
 
Currently, the FBR is pursuing as many as 613,213 non-salary audit cases. On Thursday, it selected 
477,374 income taxpayers for balloting out of which 10,982 or 2.3 per cent cases were picked 
through risk-based criteria. Out of 124,004 sales tax cases, 3,116 or 2.5pc were chosen for audit. 
Similarly, out of the 725 FED cases, 56 have been selected through computer balloting under Audit 
Policy 2018. 
 
A new FBR website was also launched while State Minister for Revenue Hammad Azhar 
ceremonially pressed the button for electronic balloting. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, Azhar justified the lower number of case selections and said this will 
ensure quality of audit and cut cost. He said new technology will be used for the early completion of 
audit cases. 
 
On the issue of bringing more people into the tax filing net, he said an exercise is being conducted 
with the National Database Regulatory Authority to recover data in the range of 3-4 million and FBR 
will soon launch an aggressive campaign for to increase the number of filers. 
 
Reacting to the former finance minister Ishaq Dar’s criticism of the government’s economic 
managements, the state minister blamed Dar for keeping the rupee artificially high through externally 
borrowed money, which in turn has led to the current crisis. 
 
The state minister said that the government has sufficient data on $11bn worth of funds parked 
abroad by Pakistanis. “According to data received from 29 countries, there are 152,000 accounts in 
which $11bn have been parked. Of this, 40-50pc has been declared in taxes or amnesties,” he said, 
hinting that the government will go after the rest. 
 
FBR Chairman Jehanzeb Khan, Member Audit Policy Ms Nausheen Javaid Amjad and President 
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industries Daroo Khan Achakzai were also 
present on the occasion. 
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