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           23rd April, 2019 

 
 
 
Industrialists seek govt support for waste treatment 
KARACHI: Sharing their grievances at an Earth Day programme held on Monday, representatives of 
industries sought government support in setting up effluent treatment plants as, they said, majority of 
small- and medium-size industrial units neither had the resources nor space to establish such 
facilities. 
 
The event was organised by the Sindh Environmental Protection Agency (Sepa) at the Korangi 
Association of Trade and Industry (Kati) office. 
 
Welcoming the guests, Mohammad Danish Khan representing Kati briefed the participants about the 
history of the association and its contribution to the economy. 
 
Being the largest industrial association in the country, Kati represented around 4,500 industrial units, 
he said, adding that 35 per cent of leather goods were routed from this area for export. 
 
“Presently, Kati is contributing [millions] to the national exchequer daily,” he said, emphasising the 
need for collaboration for the cause of environment. 
 
During the course of the programme, a detailed update on the problems being faced by the industrial 
units in Korangi was given according to which small- and medium-size units were unable to 
implement the directives of the Supreme Court-mandated water commission, requiring establishment 
of effluent treatment plants in their respective jurisdictions. 
 
These units, it was claimed, did not have resources and sufficient space to set up such facilities. 
 
There was also a call from industrialists that the government remove hurdles and make procedures 
easier so that business could grow. There was a specific reference to “official delays” in granting 
environmental NOCs and it was suggested that some clauses of the Sindh Environmental Protection 
Act 2014 should be revisited through a committee comprising relevant stakeholders. 
 
Masood Naqvi, former Kati chairman, spoke about the different aspects of environmental 
degradation and the constraints being faced by industrialists. 
 
He underscored the need of a proper and centralised mechanism for garbage collection and its 
disposal. 
 
Former Kati chairman Gulzar Feroz urged Sepa to revisit the Sindh Environmental Quality Standards 
and make them “realistic and practical”. 
 
Director General Sepa Naeem Mughal highlighted agency’s role and the environmental challenges 
being faced in the province. 
 



Page 2 of 2 
 

“This year’s Earth Day theme ‘Protect Our Species’ draws attention towards the rapid extinction of 
species, which is directly linked to human activities,” he said, emphasising that everyone had a role 
and responsibility towards the environment. 
 
Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Coastal Development Nawabzada Taimur Talpur 
expressed the government’s commitment towards people’s welfare and environment. 
 
“The government is ready to address each and every genuine grievance but won’t tolerate violation 
of law,” he said, while seconding the opinion that a close liaison between the government and 
industry was required. 
 
The Sindh Solid Waste Management Board would be asked to provide an update on the status of 
garbage transfer stations, he said. 
 
 
The Newspaper's Staff Reporter 


