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           11th April, 2019 

 
 
Pakistan eyes 100th rank in World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is expecting a big push in its ranking on the upcoming World Bank’s ease 
of doing business index following almost a yearlong reforms as a bank’s team is about to visit the 
country next week to evaluate its performance. 
 
Adviser to Prime Minister for Commerce Razak Dawood said a World Bank’s team is coming to 
Pakistan on April 15. “The bank will check and ask the business community about the reforms,” he 
said, talking to media. 
 
Dawood said the country is expecting a significant improvement as it has so far made various speedy 
reforms for investors and businessmen. 
 
PM adviser said further improvement would need the whole government to be involved and all 
ministries and departments would have to follow the reforms process. “Provincial governments did 
not give heed to quality improvement of products after the 18th amendment.” 
 
Pakistan’s ranking improved to 136th in the World Bank’s ease of doing business ranking in October 
last year from 147th. 
 
Board of Investment (BOI) Chairman Haroon Sharif said the government targets 100th position. “We 
would submit our feedbacks to the bank for this year.” 
 
Sharif said investors have started coming to Pakistan after signing agreements with UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and Malaysia. 
 
BOI chief said a company can now be registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission of 
Pakistan (SECP) through online registration process within an average four hours. Earlier, the 
registration process was taking 10 to 15 days. Around 8,000 new companies got registered with the 
SECP during the last six months. Business registration portal is also connected with the provincial 
authorities as well as other federal agencies, reducing the company’s registration time. 
 
Earlier, businesses and investors had to pay around 47 different taxes and levies, which have been 
cut to 16 till December 2018. It would further be reduced to 10 payments and to single, Sharif added. 
 
BOI chairman said the government has automated property registration through online mode. 
 
“In Karachi, we have reduced it from to 14 days from earlier 208 days, and in Lahore it has been 
brought down to 15 days from 26 days,” he said. “This is a key reform as it improves transparency 
and quality of land administration.” 
 
BOI chief said Lahore Development Authority has started one window operation and all the 
departments involved in the process of issuing construction permits and no-objection certificates are 
present. One-window operation in Karachi is in its development phase. Government of Sindh will be 
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launching it soon. Still, it takes 90 days instead of 260 days for construction permits in the city. In 
Lahore, the time has been reduced to 52 days from 266 days. 
 
Sharif said key departments have been integrated into Web-Based One Customs to help 
importers/exporters in saving time and cost of compliance. K-Electric has made the process of 
getting a commercial electricity connection easier by making it online and now customer can track 
application online. 
 
BOI chief said the government is also establishing collateral registry to help small businesses use 
their moveable assets as collateral for getting credit. “We are working with 30 various departments 
and organisations in the centre and provinces.” 
 
The government has set up dedicated ease of doing business offices at the federal and provincial 
levels to facilitate businesses. 
 
“We would also bring out our own report on ease of doing business next year,” Sharif said. “Next 
step is to cut redundant regulations and remove unnecessary permissions/NOCs and inspections.” 
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